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A Gracious Lady of The Charleston Club Has Died

Janie Osborne Robinson has been a
loyal member of the Charleston Club
for over twenty years, she died July
17th in Ft. Washington, MD. If the
Charleston Club was having something, Janie O. was sure to be there…

and in the middle of things!
Janie was born on May 20, 1941,
the daughter of William and Carrie
Osborne in Charleston. Janie and her eleven siblings were
a very close family! She enjoyed singing in the Junior
Choir and participating in Sunday School activities at Shiloh A.M.E. Church in Charleston. When she moved to the
Maryland area she became a faithful member of Ebenezer
A.M.E. Church in 1986, and became an active member of
The Young Adult Daughters of Zion Choir for 20 years.
Janie was a “die-hard” Bonds-Wilson Cobras’ fan and
graduated from Bonds-Wilson in the Class of 1959. Then
she attended Allen University in Columbia and earned her
B.S. degree in Business Education in 1963. She was a fervent alumna of the Allen University Yellow Jackets and she
loved their “Blue & Gold” school colors.
Janie was highly recruited by the State Department
while still a student at Allen, and she joined the State Dept.
after graduation. Janie enjoyed an illustrious 30 year career with “State;” the first 20 years as a Personnel Staffing
Specialist, where she recruited throughout the country
examining and assigning candidates to fill positions in the
Washington area. Later she traveled to embassies, consulates and missions around the world. She became a member of the Civil Service Commission’s Board of Examiners
and the State Department’s Foreign Service Board of Examiners. Later she served as a Personnel Management Analyst, Computer Systems Analyst and retired as Manager of
Configuration and Quality Assurance Programs.
After retirement from State, she worked part-time with
two local churches; Grace United Methodist Church in Ft.
Washington and Good Hope Union United Methodist
Church in Silver Spring. Her strong interest in what was
happening with the youth and education, led her to a position at Prince George’s Community College for 12 years.
In March 2009 she retired (again) and started her homebased business, Jà Nique Designs, personalized products
for all occasions. And she enjoyed her State Department
Lunch Bunch group, The Allen University Alumni Association and The Charleston Club. She started and developed
the first Charleston Club web-site 10 years ago.
On July 23, 1970, Janie married Washingtonian, Eulas
Chalmas “Buddy” Robinson and the couple had two chil-
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dren; a son, Craig (and his wife, Kimberly) and a daughter,
Monique. Janie and Buddy were married for 36 years before his untimely death on March 18, 2006. When Janie
died in July, they had six grandchildren. Janie’s extended
family of loving siblings, many of whom became viable
members of the Charleston Club; sister, Cynthia O. Coulter
of Summerville; and brother, Cornell of Philadelphia, PA.
Janie’s Home-Going Celebration was held on July 24th
at Ebenezer A.M.E. Church in Ft. Washington. It was a
“family affair” with her beloved family-members participating throughout. God-son, Minister Mark Osborne led
the congregation in an opening prayer; nephew, Ivan
Coulter read the 23rd Psalms and God-daughter, Monica
Osborne read from Romans (8:35-39). Lisel White, her
cousin sang a beautiful musical selection. Then Charleston
Club President Rose C. Randall and Correspondent Secretary Clarence H. McNeill presented the club’s “Resolution
of Respect in Loving Memory of Janie;” tributes by friend
and co-worker Janice Clements, followed by her sister,
Cynthia Coulter who came up from Summerville for the
services. The Rev. Dr. Grainger Browning (Senior Pastor)
was not to be out-done…he delivered a very moving, consoling message of comfort (Genesis 49:10) to the family.
Internment was at Fort Lincoln Cemetery in Brentwood,
MD beside her beloved “Buddy!”
Janie Robinson had a favorite daily prayer… “If I can do

some good today, If I can serve along life’s way, If I had
something helpful say…Lord show me how! …” Janie
Robinson lived the life of her daily prayer…we were fortune to have her in ALL of our lives!
A History of Emanuel A.M.E. Church in Charleston
The history of "Mother Emanuel" African Methodist
Episcopal Church reflects the development of religious institutions for
African Americans in Charleston.
Dating back to 1787 in Philadelphia;
the Rev. Richard Allen founded the
Free African Society, adhering to the
Doctrines of Methodism established
by John Wesley. In 1816, black
members of Charleston's Methodist
Episcopal Church withdrew from
their church over disputed burial
ground and under the leadership of
the Rev. Morris Brown. Brown organized a church of persons of color and sought to have it affiliated with Allen's
Church. Three churches arose under the Free African Society and were named the "Bethel Circuit." One of the Circuit churches was located in the suburbs of Ansonbor1 ough, Hampstead, and Cow Alley, now known as Philadel-

phia Alley (French Quarters area of Charleston). Emanuel's
congregation grew out of the Hampstead Church, located
at Reid and Hanover Streets.
In 1822 the church was investigated for its involvement
with a planned Denmark Vesey slave revolt. Vesey was
raised in slavery in the Virgin Islands among newly imported Africans. He was the personal servant of slavetrader Captain Joseph Vesey, who settled in Charleston in
1783. Beginning in December 1821, Vesey began to organize a slave rebellion, but authorities were informed of
the plot before it could take place. The plot created mass
hysteria throughout the Carolinas and the South. Rev.
Brown, suspected but never convicted of knowledge of the
plot, went north to Philadelphia where he eventually became the second bishop of the A.M.E. denomination.
During the Vesey controversy, the A.M.E. Church was
burned down. Worship services continued after the
church was rebuilt in 1834 when all black churches were
outlawed. The congregation continued its tradition of the
African church by worshipping underground until 1865
when it was formally reorganized, and the name Emanuel
was adopted, meaning "God is with us." The wooden twostory church built on the present site in 1872 was destroyed by the devastating earthquake of August 31, 1886.
The present edifice was completed in 1891 under the pastorate of the Rev. L. Ruffin Nichols. The magnificent brick
structure with encircling marble panels was restored, redecorated and stuccoed during the years of 1949-51 under the leadership of the Rev. Frank R. Veal. The bodies of
the Rev. Nichols and his wife were exhumed and entombed in the base of the steeple so that they may forever
be with their Emanuel Family that they helped to nurture.
1816: Breaking away from a white Methodist Episcopal
Church, the Rev. Morris Brown and others start the process of forming black churches in Charleston.
1818: The Hampstead Church opens at the corner of Reid
and Hanover Streets on Sunday, July 12, 1818. The
Church would later become “Emanuel A.M.E. Church.”
1822: The church was investigated for its involvement
with a planned slave revolt. Denmark Vesey, one of the
church’s founders, organized plans for a major slave uprising in the city. The plot was foiled by an informant, a
member of the church, a slave named George Wilson, told
his master about the plot. Soon there after, Emanuel A.M.E.
was burned down, and laws were passed in a number of
southern states restricting the movement of Black people.
Nearly three dozen (35) organizers ~ including Vesey ~
were put on trial and executed, while another 60 (blacks)
were banished from the city. Believing that “black religion” had caused the uprising, S.C. instituted a series of draconian measures against African American churches and
communities, including a ban on services conducted without a white person present. The Charleston A.M.E. congregation was dispersed and their building set ablaze. The
revolt was planned for June 16th (1822)~193 years and
one day before the “Emanuel 9” massacre.
1834: Parishioners rebuilt the church and worshipped

there until 1834, when South Carolina outlawed “allBlack” churches. Following a ban on all-black churches,
its congregation meets in secret.
1865: With the end of the Civil War, the church is formally reorganized under the name “Emanuel” (meaning
“God is with us”) was adopted. The congregation had to
continue worshipping underground until 1865, when the
church was formally reorganized. The Rev. Richard Harvey Cain, who served S.C. as a Republican representative to
Congress from 1873-1875 and 1877-1879, led Emanuel
after the Civil War. During Cain’s tenure the church was
“one of the strongest political organizations in the state.”
1872: A wooden two-story church is built at the current
site at 110 Calhoun Street in downtown Charleston.
1886: The church building is devastated by the extreme
1886 Charleston Earthquake. The earthquake occurred
on August 31st (9:50 p.m.) with an estimated magnitude of
7.0. The earthquake caused 60 deaths and between five
and six million dollars in damage to 2,000 buildings in the
Southeastern United States.
1891: The current church building was re-constructed, in
its Gothic Revival style. It included the original altar, communion rail and other elements.
1909: Booker T. Washington speaks at Emanuel A.M.E.
Church in March 1909 on his “educational tours.” B.T.
Washington toured eight southern states (SC, VA, WV, TN
in 1909) on his educational endeavors tour. DE & NC in
1910; Texas in 1911; and Louisiana in 1915.
1951: The brick structure was restored and redecorated;
stucco was applied to the façade of the current church.
1962: The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. gave a speech
on voting rights and making the “American Dream a Reality.” Also, Roy Wilkins, executive secretary of the NAACP
spoke at the church on “voting rights” in 1962. The Civil
Rights Act of 1964 was enacted on July 2, 1964 as a landmark piece of civil rights legislation; it outlawed discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.
The Voting Rights Bill Act was signed on August 6, 1965, it
outlawed the discriminatory voting practices adopted in
southern states after the Civil War, including literacy tests
as a prerequisite to voting.
2014: The church raises more than $250,000 to install
elevator services and to renovate its historic building.
2015: June 17th, nine members of Emanuel A.M.E. Church
(“The Emanuel 9”) are massacred while attending a Bible
Study and prayer meeting in the basement of the church.
President Barack H. Obama delivered an emotional eulogy
of Emanuel’s senior pastor Rev. Clementa Carlos Pinckney
(1973-2015) on June 26th (at College of Charleston’s TD
Arena) in Charleston. Rev. Pinckney was also a Democratic member of the South Carolina Senate when he was
martyred. The Vice-President of the United States, Joe Biden was also in attendance.
$100M Hotel to Charleston's Historic District
A massive new $101-million hotel project is coming to
Charleston's historic district. Over the summer, Bennett
Hospitality hosted ground breaking on the hotel along
2

King Street on Marion
Square after nearly a decade
of design and planning. The
project is believed to be the
costliest private-sector real
estate investment to date in
Charleston. The hotel is going up at the site where the old
county library stood abandoned for years. The square is
the venue for numerous Charleston events, including the
weekly Charleston Farmer's Market and events for the annual BB&T Charleston Food and Wine Festival.
The luxury 8 story hotel will feature 200,000 squarefoot of luxury, with 185 upscale guest rooms, a bi-level
dining restaurant overlooking Charleston’s famed green
spaces, and a bar & lounge area. There will be a rooftop
pool with cabanas and bar that will be open to patrons,
and a full-service spa, and a ballroom. It will be located
across from St. Matthews Lutheran Church on King St. and
the Francis Marion Hotel. The road to approval for the
project has not been an easy task for the company. It had
to deal with numerous issues, and was also engaged in a
legal battle with Charleston Historic Society, who was one
of the biggest dissenters of the project. The new hotel is
expected to bring at least 350 long term jobs to the area.
Morris Sokol Furniture Closes, After 94 Years in City

A prime piece of downtown
real estate is about to open up.
Morris Sokol Furniture, a fixture
in Charleston for nearly a century,
is closing. The 94-year-old business at King and Reid Streets
started a closing sale July 16th.
The 37,000-square-foot store will close when all of the
furnishings have sold. The business started in 1921 by
Morris Sokol, Joe Sokol’s father, “with a dream and a delivery cart.” In 1929, after years of peddling his wares on the
streets, Morris Sokol opened a furniture store about half
the size of the current operation at 510 King St.
The store employs 25 workers. “For 60 years, I have
been coming to the same location, parking in the same spot
and turning the keys,” Joe said. “Seeing a lot of the same
people who work here for many years, it’s just like family.”
“I have met so many great customers, many who have become good friends,” Sokol said. The property is not under
contract yet, he said. The building is in the middle of the
rapidly changing Upper King Street corridor. Nearby, two
Hyatt hotels are nearly completed at the Midtown site and
numerous other development projects are in the works.
Mayor Joe Riley said he does not expect the Sokol site to
stay idle long. “There won’t be any lack of interested parties,” Riley said. “It’s a very desirable piece of land.”
Bakari Sellers Joins CNN as Contributor

Long rumored to be in the hunt for higher office ~ Congress or the governor’s office ~ former (SC) state Rep.
Bakari T. Sellers has landed a new gig with CNN as a commentator on race, politics and legal matters.
Despite giving up his seat to run for lieutenant governor 3

in 2014, Sellers has stayed in the public eye. He appeared
regularly on cable news after the Walter Scott shooting
(April 2015), and became part of CNN’s contributing team
in the past months. “I think it’s pretty cool that a kid from
Denmark, SC, and a graduate of the South Carolina public
school system gets to share his opinions and views with the
world on CNN,” Sellers said. “It continues to give me a
voice on all issues that not just affect South Carolina, but
affect the country.” He is the son of civil rights activist
Cleveland Sellers, who was wounded in the Orangeburg
Massacre of 1968 in which three S.C.
State University students were killed and
27 injured in a clash with Highway Patrol
officers. An attorney, Sellers made history
as the youngest African-American elected
to office at 22, he was in the S.C. State
House from 2006 to 2014.
Charleston Club Tattler ~ One liners . . .

The Charleston Club has a new web-site address, it will
have more updated information and articles from our
local news outlets...be sure to log on and see what’s happening. . . Visit the website: http://charlestonscclub.org
Irma Louise Palmer, the daughter of
Charleston Club member, Leroy
“Bobby” Palmer and his wife, Mary
Lou was installed as Traveling Press
Secretary for Gov. Terry McAuliffe (DVA) on May 29th. Irma graduated with
a Master of Public Policy from the University of Virginia’s Frank Batten School
of Leadership and Public Policy.
Charleston's landmark Arthur Ravenel Jr. Bridge celebrated its 10th Anniversary July 17-18th in the Holy City.
The 3.5-mile, eight-lane span of graceful white steel is
the longest cable-stay bridge in North America. It
opened one year ahead of schedule on July 16, 2005.
The Charleston Club observed its 67th anniversary this
past July 10th. The Club celebrated with an “Ole-Fashion
Backyard Cookout” on July 25th at the beautiful home of
Ben and Rose Randall in Upper Marlboro, MD. The
“cookout” became a summer party with lots of “good ole
Charleston-style food,” good D.J. music, card games,
door prizes and everybody (everyone) dancing!
The Charleston Club made a substantial donation to
“The Emanuel 9” in Charleston; the motion was approved prior to the club’s July Summer Cookout!
The Honorable Reverend Clementa C. Pinckney Foundation was launched on what would have been Pinckney's
42nd birthday (July 30, 1973 – June 17, 2015). Its mission is to improve the quality of life for all S.C. citizens by
backing religious, educational & charitable causes Pinckney supported. Rev. Pinckney's widow, Jennifer, is chairing the foundation. In a news release, she said that she is
"answering God's call to continue my husband's work."
Herbert U. Fielding, (1923-2015) the first black representative elected to the S.C. House since Reconstruction

died August 10th at age 92. Fielding
was elected to the House in 1970 and
later served in the state Senate during
the 1980s and 1990s. He was President & CEO of Fielding Home for Funerals, the largest black-owned funeral home in the state, and was active in political and civic activities.
Fielding's most cherished honor was the Order of the
Palmetto, the state's highest civilian award. Mayor Joe P.
Riley, told The Post and Courier that Fielding was a gentle
man dedicated to advancing civil rights. His wake service was at “Mother Emanuel” A.M.E. Church, and the
funeral was at Grace Episcopal Church on Wentworth
Street. Mayor Joseph P. Riley and Rep. James E. Clyburn
spoke at the funeral. Interment was at Calvary Episcopal
Church Cemetery on Line Street.
Idella Whitten Spann died on July 23rd in New Rochelle,
NY at age 83. A native Charlestonian, Mrs. Spann was
active in the P.T.A. at Burke H.S., where her daughter
Annette Spann-Lewis was Miss Burke 1970-71, and
sons Kenneth ‘Piggy’ Spann was a star football player,
and McKeever Spann, Jr. was a member of the Burke H.
S. Marching Band. The Burke H.S. Family had a Celebration of Life Service for Mrs. Spann on August 22nd at
the Ebenezer A.M.E. Church, on Nassau St., where Mrs.
Spann was a lifelong church-member.
Sr. Mary Immaculate, O.S.P. (Sr.
Naomi Smith, Oct. 17, 1917 ~ Aug.
13, 2015) entered into eternal rest on
August 13th in Baltimore, she was 97.
Sr. Naomi graduated valedictorian in
I.C.S. Class of 1936. She graduated
with honors from Xavier University
(New Orleans, LA) in 1940, and her
Masters in Education from Loyola
College of MD 1952. The Charleston native served as a
beloved teacher and administrator at Oblate Sisters’
schools throughout the country, including I.C.S. Principal (1950s & 1960s), St. Frances Academy in Baltimore
(50s, 70s & 80s), and Bishop England H.S. 1968-70.
She was a nun for 74 years with the Oblate Sisters of
Providence (O.S.P.~ religious order) from 1941~2015.
Her Funeral Mass and interment was August 19th in Baltimore…God Bless You, Sister Naomi!

Claudius T.J. "TEDDY" Blaney died on
June 7th in Harrisonburg, VA. Teddy
graduated from Burke H.S. (1961)
and Hampton University (1965). He
has lived in the Harrisonburg area for
the last 35/40 years. Home-going
services were Saturday, June 13th at
Fielding Home and interment at
Friendly Union Cemetery in N.
Charleston. Few people (friends & family alike) remembered that his “real name” was…Claudius Theodore
Jackson (T.J.) "TEDDY" Blaney; he is survived by his children and sister, Mrs. Jean Blaney Dukes.
Leonard M. McNeill, Sr., the Family Patriarch Emeritus
(1949-2012) entered into eternal
rest on July 26th in Charleston, he
lived West of the Ashley. He was the
beloved father of Charleston Club
member Ralph O. McNeill and the
uncle of club members Clarence H.
McNeill and Sandra D. McNeill. The
Burke alumni was an avid NY Yankees fan, he authored three books and was the 1st Black
male clerk with the postal service in Charleston. He was
the twin brother of Clarence and Sandra’s mother, Ms.
Lillian M. McNeill. The McNeill twins have had a lifetime of “togetherness,” they were very close and had a
big 90th Birthday Family Gala celebration earlier this
year! His Home-Going services were held on July 30th at
Essex Village Church of Christ, on Savage Road. Interment followed at Sunset Memorial Garden in N.
Charleston.
Amanda Garrison Lee "Mama Lee",
entered into eternal rest on August 8th
in Charleston, she was 89. "Mama
Lee" was the sister of Charleston Club
member, Lois Garrison Pearson, she
graduated from Avery Institute (’44)
and Hampton Institute (’48) and
taught at C.A. Brown High School for
many years. She married Mr. Charles
Lee, Sr. in Philadelphia, PA in the 1950s. She is survived
by her son, Charles N. Lee, Jr. (and family) and her
brother, Mr. John C. Garrison. Home-going services
were August 19th at St. Matthew Baptist Church, in N.
Charleston. Burial was at Sunset Memorial Gardens in
N. Charleston.

September
Birthdays:
Lashanka Bennett - Sept 4th ~ Elaine Middleton - Sept 4th ~
Andrew Edwards - Sept 7th ~ Karen Brown - Sept 9th ~
Veronica Hoke - Sept 11th ~ Carolyn Knowles - Sept 16th
~ Karen Bennett - Sept 17th ~ Leroy Latten- Sept 17th ~
Clarence Holman - Sept 19th ~ Ben Randall - Sept 21st ~
Orval Cooke - Sept 22nd.

- The Fly on The Wall !
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Earth to Eternity
Reflections, depressions, sufferings and dark suggestions.
Flying high against our Father’s sky.
Insulting those who dare to cry.
Hurling down hurt and pain, against our mortal grain.
Flying, flying with no hope in sight, for the millions of souls
that needed the light.
Far above our Father’s ground, it needs to be brought down,
down, down.
A roof is for protection from the elements of life, but this
Roof brought pain and a hope of flight,
To the end of the gloom that flies so high and brought a
shadow to our Father’s sky.
Rev. Clementa Pinckney and eight other angels fell, fell to the doom of the roof from hell,
who came to incite a vicious war, but could not get past the shield of our Lord, who gave His
Angels liberty, before the devil could begin to see any expected victory.
The roof, the roof fell down all over that tainted ground that flew that flag that sat so high,
against God’s glorious sky.
Fifty-three years it devoured and defeated the dreams of those who had to greet it.
Who seek, unity, love and togetherness abound, but we all held hands, prayed, loved each
other and stood our ground.
To the RED, WHITE, and BLUE that flies so high giving us the right to live freely with pride.
Waving above this glorious land that God gave us all to conquer so we might stand.
A world God created for one and all, for us to live, love, rejoice and stand tall.
Not broken or beaten by a fabric of fear, but encouraged by the U.S. flag that reminds us our
God is near.
The Roof and that flag fell down, but God’s love lifted us and His Love abounds, forever!!!

Dedicated to the
Emanuel Nine
Inspired by God
Written by
Violet Dixon Morton
July 10, 2015
 Violet Dixon Morton is the sister of the late Van
Dixon, former Charleston Club Member, Violet is
a Burke High School Alumna, Class of 1961.

