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Rhett School Re-named after “Simmons-Pinckney”

There are now 3 names
on the front entrance of the
new middle school on President St. in honor of 3 very
different men. There’s master craftsman Philip Simmons, a beloved and renowned African-American
blacksmith whose delicate wrought ironwork has come to
define Charleston’s cityscape. There’s the Rev. Clementa
Pinckney, a state senator and champion of civil rights, foster children and the poor, who was killed while serving his
ministry at Emanuel on June 17th. And then there’s A.B.
Rhett, son of the Confederate major Andrew Burnett Rhett,
who presided as superintendent of Charleston schools for
35 years. Rhett “personified the reactionary tradition of
the Charleston white elite,” according to CofC professor
Edmund Drago in his book on the Avery Research Center.
Rhett vigorously opposed the academic training of African-Americans during his tenure as superintendent. He
envisioned Burke, Charleston’s first public high school for
black students, as a training ground for future “cooks,
maids, and delivery boys.” He fought salary equalization
for white and black teachers. His death, Drago wrote,

“symbolized the end of an era of racial radicalism in
Charleston.” His name is also the only permanent fixture
on the Cold War-era school building across from Burke H.
S. The awning reads: “RHETT BUILDING” in big, blue,
capital letters. A green banner, inscribed with “Simmons
Pinckney Middle School,” hangs directly above it.
The naming of Simmons Pinckney Middle School
“brings up the same type of question,” said CofC assistant
professor Jon Hale, who studied education during the Civil
Rights Movement. “What do we do with public monu-

ments and our historical landscape of Charleston as we
grapple with the depths of the Emanuel A.M.E. tragedy?”
In July, the School Board unanimously voted to approve
the name of a new standalone middle school, as recommended by a citizens’ committee. It was a quick and easy
decision. “You can’t go around Charleston and not see
something he did. He is Charleston,” said school board
chairwoman, of Simmons’ legacy. “And Sen. Pinckney

was always a fan of Charleston County public education
even though a small part of his district was Charleston.”
But there was a ripple of concern among a few school
board observers that the decision might violate the state’s
Heritage Act. That question reached the CCSD’s deputy of
capital programs, who pored through old district records,
trying to uncover the Rhett building’s lost history. “We’re
not renaming. It’s still the Rhett Building,” he concluded 1
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recently after a constituent district board meeting at Burke.
Lately, he had been carrying a copy of the Heritage Act
with him in a binder. He pointed to the relevant section of
the statute: “No street, bridge, structure, park, preserve,

reserve, or other public area of the State or any of its political subdivisions dedicated in memory of or named for any
historic figure or historic event may be renamed or rededicated.” Any changes would require a two-thirds vote of
the General Assembly. “So if we say that’s the Rhett building and don’t change the name of the building, I think
we’re in compliance.” “We didn’t change the name of the
existing school. There was no school there.”
A. Burnet Rhett Elementary opened in Sept. 1949, serving 1,450 African-American children and was dedicated
to the late superintendent. A 1951 News and Courier article hailed Rhett Elementary... “the finest school building in the state and probably the Southeast” for its
modern and functional design. The school was
converted to a middle school in 1977. Then in
1982, the middle school relocated to the former
Charleston High building on Rutledge Ave., where,
according to newspaper stories, students were subjected to falling ceiling plaster and concrete. In
May 1985, Rhett Middle School closed permanently, three months after a sixth-grader was hit with a
chunk of plaster and taken to the emergency room.
Before Simmons Pinckney opened in August, the building underwent major renovations. The original facade,
remained unchanged. Charleston civil rights attorney Armand Derfner, the tricky business of naming a new middle
school is “a classic example of why the Heritage Act is

wrong.” “The school board, which owns the property, ought to be able to make the decision and if they want
to keep the Rhett name they ought to be able to do that, if
they want to do away with the Rhett name they ought to be
able to do that... It’s just tyranny.” But Interim Simmons
Pinckney Principal Nathan Nelson isn’t bothered by the
Rhett name above the front doors. He has an optimistic
vision for his school: He wants his students to learn about
the lives and legacies of the school’s namesakes, and embody their character. He hopes the curriculum’s emphasis
on “STEAM” (science, technology, engineering, art and
mathematics) will attract a more diverse student body,
currently 98% black. If he had his way, he wouldn’t
change anything about the three names on the building.

“It’s the history of the school. You have the old and the
new. This is where we’re from. This is where we are
now,” he said. “I think it shows us what Charleston is becoming. We are a more diverse and unified community. I
think that’s what this school will do.” - The Post & Courier

Portion of Calhoun Street Renamed “Mother Emanuel
Way Memorial District”

A new green sign designating
the “Mother Emanuel Way Memorial District” hangs over Calhoun
Street. City officials, church leaders,
members, and hundreds of supporters gathered on September 23rd in front of Emanuel to dedicate the district.
The massacre “raised the social consciousness of the state

to would appear on the
front page of the New
York Times and newspapers across the nation
and in foreign countries.
But Brown never liked
the photo: It gave the impression that all was friendly and supportive that day, she
said. “To me, it doesn’t capture the tension. You don’t see

of S.C., the U. S. and the world of the power that forgiveness has of cleansing our society of hate,” Mayor Joe

the negative stares, the jeers. It does not represent what
was going on.” No other black students would enroll in

Riley said in the proclamation that created the district.

the school that year because the federal judge who ordered
the integration limited it to the 11 students named in the
lawsuit. The judge delayed full integration for a year to
give the district time to plan for how to do it.
Oveta Glover, one of the 11 students, said it was tough
on all 11 of the children who integrated Charleston’s
schools. “I have blocked out a lot of things that happened.”
She was 9 years old when she and two other black girls
walked into the all-white James Simons Elementary School.
Glover, now a Student Scholarship Coordinator at Voorhees College in Denmark, said she’s afraid the suffering
may have been in vain as many schools in Charleston and
across the country have virtually re-segregated.
But…“Somebody had to do it!”
A day-long symposium titled, “From Brown (1954) to
Brown (1963)” was held at Claflin University on Sept. 4th
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of court-ordered school
desegregation in South Carolina.

“What happened ... has changed this church, this city,
this state and this nation forever,” Councilman William
Gregory, a church officer, said during the ceremony. After
the slayings, thousands of people turned the sidewalk outside of the church into a memorial. Earlier in September,
the City Council passed the resolution creating the district.
Besides the large sign over Calhoun Street, smaller
streets signs in the district also include the designation.
The Most Rev. Richard Franklin Norris, presiding bishop of
the state’s A.M.E. denomination, called the church “a living
witness that God is in charge of the world.” The ceremony ended with family members and survivors standing
under the sign on Calhoun Street while the church bells
tolled and the names of the victims were read.
September 1963 - “Somebody had to do it!”

Sept. 3, 1963, was the date that eleven black Charleston
students integrated Charleston’s public schools. That was
52 years ago this past September, and it was remembered
like it was yesterday during ceremonies held in Charleston
and Orangeburg. Cassandra Alexander, Eddie Alexander,
Gerald Alexander, Millicent E. Brown, Ralph Dawson, Barbara Ford, Gale Ford, Jacqueline Ford, Oveta Glover,
Clarisse Hines and Valerie Wright made history.
As Millicent Brown recalls, there were no mobs jeered
as the black students entered. Law enforcement officials
made it clear they would not tolerate crowds. Even the
police presence was small, mainly officers to direct traffic.
But additional officers were nearby in reserve, ready to
respond, and State Law Enforcement Division officers had
been sent to monitor the schools. Millicent remembers
only the throng of reporters and the flashes of news cameras. They were led to the principal’s office where she and
another student waited a short time before being taken to
their separate homerooms. Brown recalls the teacher’s
expression: “It was the look of, ‘why me?’” Brown thought
the teacher was going to have a heart attack.
Then the school intercom crackled to life: Everyone was
ordered to file outside in a fire drill that was called because
of a phoned-in bomb threat. It would be the first of three
bomb threats that Brown recalls that school day, although
news accounts refer to just one. Brown said she sensed
that teachers and students were looking at her as if the
bomb threats were her fault. While she was outside during the first bomb threat, a news photographer shot a picture of her smiling and talking with a white girl. The pho-

Black Googler's Network Meet at Avery Research Center

A Black Googler's Network
(BGN)/Goodie Hack event
was held at the Avery Research
Center on August 27-29th.
The Black Googler's Network
are an employee resource
group of Black Google employees worldwide. Goodie
Hack is a "mashup of social good, tech, entrepreneurship,
and highly skilled passionate people," based in Atlanta, GA.
The Goodie Hack - Charleston edition took place at Avery
in partnership with the Black Googler's Network, it was an
intense 2-day event where BGN and Charleston leaders.
There was a screening of the powerful documentary "3½
Minutes, Ten Bullets." The aim of the documentary is to
unravel the truth of the 2012 Florida murder of 17-year
old Jordan Davis (1995-2012). The father and mother of
Jordan Davis were in attendance and gave additional context ... and humanity, to all that we know about the life and
death of Jordan Davis.
White House’s HBCU Head Dies – Dr. George E. Cooper

Dr. George E. Cooper, the Executive Director of the
White House Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and
Universities died in July 2015. A native of Tallahassee, FL,
Cooper’s love of education and HBCUs began as a student
at Florida A&M where he received his B.S. in animal hus2 bandry. His Master’s from Tuskegee in animal science,

and his doctoral in animal nutrition from the U. of Illinois.
Dr. Cooper spent the majority of his life ensuring that
students at our nation’s HBCUs were receiving a quality
education and had the necessary resources to succeed and
make their communities and our country better. He
served on the faculty at Alabama A&M (AAMU) as Vice
President for Academic Affairs, Dean of the School of Applied Sciences at Tuskegee, and as the 10th President of
South Carolina State University from 2008 until 2012.
Under his leadership at State, Dr. Cooper
was instrumental in advancing progressive initiatives that served as the framework to strengthen the university and reaffirm its mission as a public land-grant
university committed to enhancing the
quality of lives for all citizens.
For 17 years, he worked with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture,
ensuring that HBCUs and other minority-serving institutions were receiving adequate resources to strengthen research and academic programs. In 2013, Cooper was appointed by President Barack Obama as executive director
of the White House Initiative on HBCUs. His mission has
been to lead a team; stretched across 32 federal agencies,
corporate entities and philanthropic organizations; working together to strengthen the nation’s 100 HBCUs. President Obama said in a statement: "George's passing is a

where the family celebrated his actual birthday on Sept.
15th at their church in Georgia.
Johnny Orr - Food and Beverage Icon

For over 50 years, Johnny Lee Orr, Sr. has
been an intricate part of the local food and
beverage industry in Charleston. An extraordinary businessman who knew food
and beverage inside and out from the
ground up, Orr was an exceptional individual who touched many lives through the business he loved
and the people to whom he was dedicated. He died August
31st at age 76. When you talk about “food & beverage”…
Johnny Orr’s name always comes up… one word - devoted - captures much of who he was. Johnny Orr was devoted to his family, his craft, the people he loved and to
those who loved him. Other words that characterize Johnny Orr the man - “gentleman,” “a class act,” “mentor,”
and “friend.”
Johnny Orr was born in Savannah, but grew up on
Charleston’s Eastside, he graduated from Burke H.S. in late
’50s. He was raised as a toddler by Willie and Dorothy
Zeigler as the eldest of five children. Mrs. Zeigler was a
manager in food services, and Johnny followed in the tradition. He began working in the food and beverage industry at 15 y.o., washing dishes at the Yacht Club. Study,
diligence, and hard work paid off as Orr moved up to the
dining room. He became the Maitre d’ and ultimately the
assistant manager in charge of operations for food and
beverage. His rise in the business came more from what
he already knew than from what he was learning. He
called himself a … “I’m a perfectionist. I guess I got it from

great loss for my Administration, HBCUs and higher education communities and for everyone that knew him…"
He is survived by his wife of 47 years, Diane Shaw
Cooper and two daughters. Funeral services were at the
People's Community Baptist Church, in Silver Spring and
interment at Gate of Heaven Cemetery, in MD.

my mother. Even when I clean the house I finish one room
at a time before I go to another,” said Orr in a 2004 inter-

Richard M. Hunt, Sr. Turns 95 Years Old

view. His skills were not honed in from some accommodations classroom, but rather through on-the-job training.
Skills that made him an icon in the local industry. Orr
served 18 years as food and beverage manager at Charleston Place. He retired in June 2004. He said he decided to
call it quits while he still was in good health and could enjoy family and friends. Orr is survived by his wife of 50
years, Yvonne Tolley Orr (I.C.S. ‘60); and his children:
Michelle, Johnny L. Jr., Noelle, and adopted son Augustine.
Burke’s Quarterback of the 1950s Dies in D.C. Area!
Harry “Bubba” Nelson, Jr., Burke’s quarterback of the early 1950s died on August
14th in Washington’s Veterans Hospital, he
was 78 years old. Bubba Nelson was born
on April 17, 1937 in Charleston. In his
youth, he was a prolific athlete in both football and baseball; he was Burke’s starting
quarterback in ‘53 and ‘54. He became South Carolina
State’s quarterback later in the 1950s. He earned his B.A.
from S.C. State then entered the U.S. Army, and continued
playing sports and served two tours in the South Vietnam.
Captain Harry Nelson, Jr. was the recipient numerous military accolades and honors.

Richard M. Hunt (Avery
’40), the former 25 year
“Business Education” teacher
at Burke H.S. celebrated his
95th birthday with family and
friends at the Silver Spring
home of his daughter, Pamela
H. Piper (Burke ’67) over the
Labor Day weekend. Several Charleston Club members
that are Avery Class of 1940 classmates of his, Jametta W.
Martin and Julia M. Harris were in attendance. His oldest
daughter, Romona H. Green (Burke ’64) was the co-host.
Other Charleston club members; Lanard Geddings
(nephew), LeRoy “Bobby” Palmer, and Denise WilsonTaylor along with former students joined in! Mr. Hunt, a
South Carolina State graduate and life-long member of
Omega Psi Phi received a 95th Birthday Survival Kit; basket
full of “purple & gold” bagged gifts (Ben-Gay, Stand-back,
Octagon Soap) that he might need to get to age 100...!
Burke’s Class of 1955 sent a plant basket and Charleston
Club president Rose C. Randall prepared “Red Rice” for the
event. Richard and his wife, Sarah returned to Macon, GA
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 A Gullah Journey from Africa to America, a local film
produced by Ron Small, will air on PBS on Mon., Oct. 5th
at 7 p.m. The film is what Small describes as a "musical
documentary," with a historical narrative framing moments of singing in significant locations, like spots on the
Sea Islands and in Beaufort, S.C.
 The 20th anniversary of 1995 Million Man March will
be observed on Saturday, Oct. 10th on Washington Mall.
Organizers say this march is…“Billed Millions for Justice,” it is open to people of all races, ethnic backgrounds
and sexual preferences, said a spokesman. "If the soul is
left in darkness, sins will be committed," chief organizer
and Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan said in a
statement, quoting poet Victor Hugo. "In gathering for
justice, we gather to turn on the light," said Farrakhan,
who helped organize the first march in October 1995.

He moved to the Washington area decades ago and in
the early 1990s he joined Miles Memorial C.M.E. Church
on “N” Street in NW Washington. Miles Memorial became their “Home Church;” it was there that Bubba Nelson’s home-going services were held along with his surviving 5 children on August 21st. Interment was at the
Cheltenham Veterans Cemetery in Cheltenham, MD.
HTGAWM’s Viola Davis - First in Emmy History
Viola Davis, the South Carolina native made Emmy history on Sept. 20th,
winning the award for Outstanding
Actress in a Drama Series. She delivered a passionate acceptance speech
that was widely covered and celebrated in the media. “The only thing that

separates women of color from anyone
else is opportunity,” Davis added during her speech. “You
cannot win an Emmy for roles that are simply not there.”
Shonda Rhimes has had a significant hand in changing
the landscape of television when it comes to representing
black women. Before Scandal premiered in 2012, the last
time there was a drama series starring a black woman was
1974. Rhimes, who produced How to Get Away With
Murder, put the spotlight on leading black females. Picking Davis for the main role in HTGAWM proved that black
women in Hollywood not only stick together but also strive
for greatness together.
Viola Davis was born in St. Matthews, SC (15 miles NE
of Orangeburg, SC) in August 1965 at her grandparents’
house on the Singleton Plantation. The daughter of Mary
Alice and Dan Davis, she is the second youngest of six children. Her father was a horse trainer and her mother was a
maid, factory worker, and a civil rights activist. Her family
moved to Central Falls, RI, when she was a year old toddler.

October Birthdays:
Jeanette Steward - Oct. 2nd ~ Jerry Ravenell - Oct. 4th ~
Ned Felder - Oct. 7th ~ Bonnie Edwards - Oct. 8th ~ Zeni
Jackson - Oct. 12th ~ Bobby Brown - Oct. 13th ~ Jametta
Martin - Oct. 18th ~ Sharon Snow - Oct. 20th ~ Elisabeth
Greene - Oct. 22nd ~ Brian Smalls - Oct. 22nd ~ Linda
McNeil - Oct. 24th ~ Mary Dunkley - Oct. 27th.

 Morine Felder Jones, the paternal aunt of Charleston
Club’s President Emeritus Ned E. Felder entered into eternal rest on September 1st at White Oak Manor, in North
Charleston. Mrs. Jones was 93 years old and had been
living at the assisted living community. She lived in the
Saint George, S.C. area for many years. Her funeral services were held September 5th, at Bethel A.M.E. Church
and burial was at St. James A.M.E. Church Cemetery in
St. George, South Carolina.

Charleston Club Tattler ~ One liners . . .

 The Avery Research Center celebrated the
Avery Institute: 150 Years-A Legacy of Excellence on Sept. 10th at Avery. In appreciation for his work, radio personality Tom
Joyner was presented with the Avery Research Center's inaugural Septima P. Clark
Award for Excellence in Black Education.

- The Fly on The Wall !
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