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President Obama Opens Natl AA Museum on 24 Sept

The National Museum of African American History and Culture is expected to draw tens of
thousands visitors to its September celebration that will include
lavish dinners, a White House
reception and a star-studded
performance at the Kennedy
Center. And those events happen
before the actual Sept. 24th opening, when President Obama will cut the ribbon before an
estimated crowd of 20,000. Dignitaries from around the
country and the world are expected, as are church groups,
museum members, and those who donated objects and
money. “It’s expected to be a mini-inauguration,…it will
be seen as a pilgrimage for many people.”
Meanwhile, the museum has blazed past its $270 million goal in private donations. As of last month, it had
raised $275 million from corporations, foundations and
individuals, including more than $20 million from Oprah
Winfrey, its largest single donor and Michael Jorden donated $5 million over the summer. Director Bunch believes they will raise close to $300 million by the opening
date. Some 7,000 VIPs will be seated for the ceremony,
and viewing areas and Jumbotrons will be set up near the
museum, adjacent to the Washington Monument between
14th and 15th Streets NW. The museum will open to the
public about 1 p.m. that day, after the speeches have ended. A mini-Folklife Festival is planned for the Mall, with
tents for music and food. The Kennedy Center will host an
invitation-only performance on Friday, Sept. 23rd. Produced by Quincy Jones, the event will feature Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater and other top performers. There
will be a lottery for Washington schoolchildren who want
to attend, and some tickets made available to supporters of
all kinds. Earlier that evening, President Obama will host a
reception at the White House.
The “Gullah Stories” Lady Dies!

Anna Lorraine Holmes Roseboro was born on May 25,
1927, and that was just the beginning of an incredible
LIFE! She grew up in the streets of Charleston during the
Great Depression (1929-39). She was the daughter of the
late Oswald and Hattie Patrick Holmes, and the family
lived on Fishburne Street (Between Ashley and Rutledge
Ave). The address is (was) important, in as much as Burke
students that walked to school down Fishburne St. knew
that Mr. Holmes’ dogs would bark (non-stop) when they
passed the house where they lived. Lorraine graduated
from Avery Normal Institute in the mid-40s, and contin- 1
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ued her studies at The Cortez W. Peters
Business School in Washington, DC.
The Cortez W. Peters Business
School debuted in 1934 (at 1308 U St.,
N.W. in Washington, DC) it was a pivotal moment in (black) history. Not
only was it the first Black-owned business school of its kind, it was the first
vocational school in the nation’s capital
to prepare African-Americans for business and civil service. Peters set a typing world record of 180 words per
minute without a single mistake (an average of 15 keystrokes per second) on a manual typewriter. For those who
have never typed on a manual typewriter, they require
incredible finger strength and are extremely difficult to
type at high rates of speed on. Cortez could type at astonishing speeds on manual typewriters for hours at a time
without a single mistake. He appeared on "Ripley's Believe
it or Not" in the mid 1950s when he typed 100 flawless
words per minute on a manual typewriter while outdoors
in subfreezing temperatures while wearing fingerless mittens. Cortez Peters Sr. opened Cortez Peters Business
Schools in Washington, Baltimore and Chicago. The
schools were the first black-owned schools in the field, and
during their tenure trained an estimated 45,000 students.
Peters, along with his son, developed special competition
keyboarding methods and techniques that became the
foundation of modern typing instruction worldwide.
Lorraine remained in the Washington area for thirtythree years (until the late-1970s) working in the DC Public
School System. She got married and started her family of
three boys and two girls. Two of her sons, Keith D. and
Tarone D. Roseboro preceded her in death. She leaves to
cherish her memory; two daughters, Jacqueline Roseboro
Bradford and Donna Roseboro Foster and son John Edward Roseboro. After retiring from DC Public Schools, she
returned to the Charleston area, where she began her passion on community outreach and comedy. Telling
"Gullah Stories" as only Lorraine Holmes could deliver! As the consummate comedienne she was,
Lorraine performed for the Women Federation
Clubs of Charleston, “The Yard” of the Dock Street
Theatre, the Gullah Cuisine in Mt. Pleasant and
various other clubs throughout the Charleston area.
Her love of community and outreach afforded her
travel to Los Angeles, CA, Williamsburg, VA, Glen
Burnie, MD, Hollywood, SC and Rocky Mount, NC.
And, she made numerous trips back to DC to perform at Charleston Club reunions and functions. In
1988 and 2001, Lorraine Holmes Roseboro re-

ceived recognition from the Charleston Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority for her community service activities.
Lorraine leaves to cherish her memory; two daughters, a
son, six grandchildren, six great-grandchildren; and one
great great grandson; her beloved sister Delores, a loving
brother, Raymond and a host of nieces, nephews and other
relatives. Memorial Services for Lorraine were held on
August 20th at Saint Luke’s Baptist Church on Gallatin
Street, NW in Washington.
Anna Lorraine Holmes Roseboro was an “original - one
of a kind Lady,” she was blessed with many gifts… she
was thankful for the gifts God bestowed upon her that
brought laughter to so many from her inspirational and
literary readings. The Charleston Club in indebted to having known her! Rest in Peace (Dear Homie!)
Home for the Christmas Holidays in 2016!

The Carolina Group, a group of
Charleston “home-boys” from the
late ’50s and ’60s have joined to
gether in the Holy City to promote
their “ole school spirit!” There was
a time when there were “all types”
of Christmas Parties during the holidays…Hampton Institute started it in the 1950s, followed
by N.C.A&T (Aggies), S.C. State, Howard U. in the 1960s.
Each of these schools stride to make theirs “The Best of the
Holidays!” Those days are gone and few schools have
sponsored holiday galas anymore. Now, The Carolina
Group intends to do it like, it was 1999 all over again...
They are inviting All Charleston Area Schools to participate
in a Dinner/Dance on Thursday, December 22nd at The
Charleston Rifle Club on Heriot Street (just North of Mt.
Pleasant St off Rutledge Ave). The group has “big” plans to
re-structure the social highlights of old. Attached is a PDF
of the event, forward the PDF to other friends, let’s make
this HAPPEN!
Brenda Owens Becomes “Top Ladies of Distinction“

Charleston Club member Brenda
Owens was recently selected to become a member of The Prince George’s
County Top Ladies of Distinction. The
Top Ladies of Distinction, (TLOD) Inc.
is a 501(c) (3) professional humanitarian organization, established in Tyler,
Texas in 1964. There are currently
104 Chapters located throughout the United States. The
Prince George's County Chapter of TLOD was chartered on
August 30, 2009. The mission of the Prince George's is to
transform our society by providing exemplary community
service to youth, women, and senior citizens so that their
quality of life will be enhanced, as well as the communities
in which they live. National Theme: "TLOD, impacting our
future through positive interventions on the lives of our
youth, our community and our legacy with effective volunteerism."

ken down walls and removed barriers. Ellenae HenryFairhurst has broken the glass ceiling and has reached
above the clouds becoming the first black female to own
a Lexus dealership, located in Huntsville in Huntsville, Alabama. This is no easy feat. Even though women have an
85% on car sales they only own 975 dealerships out of
20,000, with ethnic
women only owning 56
of them. According to
the Nat’l Association of
Minority Auto Dealers
report that six black
women are a small
group within these numbers.
Black women are a dominating factor in their households when compared to other women when purchasing
cars. However, they are hard pressed to find a car dealership owned by someone looking like them. Fairhurst believes that customer service is very important in running a
successful business.
As the first black woman Lexus dealership owner began her career as a secretary with Ford Motor Co. in 1968. Working her way into management she
worked, she entered the Chrysler Corporation training program and was awarded a dealership in 1988. Fairhurst went
further to show that she was the woman
for the job. In 2000, her dealership brought in $29 million
and turned into $56 million.
The Lexus ownership has continued to break barriers.
Within 8 years she paid off her dealership to own it clear
and free. According to Fairhurst this is a feat that takes
most dealers 15 years or longer to pay for their dealerships
accomplish. Striving for excellence has allowed Ellenae
Fairhurst to be successful and a record breaker in her field.
Kudos to her for a job well done. “I’m constantly dealing
with customers. My job is to ensure that they are satisfied.

And I feel that we are going to do that very well here.”
Burke’s Raven Saunders at the Olympic Games in Rio

Burke’s Raven Saunders set a personal
best with her final throw in the medal
round on Aug 18th, helping her to finish in
5th place of the women's shot put finals at
the Olympic Games in Rio. Saunders, a
Burke alum now at Ole Miss, had her final
throw of the evening travel 19.35 meters.
The farthest she's ever thrown in a competition. "I may not be in the top 3 but 5th isn’t bad for a first
timer." Saunders wrote on her Instagram page. "These past
months, I have faced many big changes. They say …what
didn't kill you makes you stronger and I believe that's how I
got to this point. Thanks for all the support this season."
Back at home, a legion of Raven's fans gathered at Burke
First Ever Black Woman-Owned Lexus Dealership
High School Friday morning and again in the evening to
Her name is Ellenae Henry-Fairhurst and she has bro2 watch the event streamed in the auditorium. Four thou-

sand miles away locals watched from Raven's alma mater
and cheered her on. Though she didn't bring home a medal, Saunders is still a golden girl to so
many.

ar engineering.
Mobile Communications took a big step forward in
1983 with the invention of the Cellular System regulating
the portable telephones, which use radio waves to transmit
and receive audio signals. Before this time, mobile telephone service in the U.S., consisting mainly of car phones,
was extremely limited because metropolitan areas had only one antenna for these purposes. In addition, the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) assigned only limited
frequencies to each area, which meant that only a small
number of calls could occur at a time. These limitations
often meant a wait of up to 30 minutes for a dial tone.
With the invention of cellular phone service in 1983, personal communications no longer depended on wires. In
the 1990s it would become possible to connect to the Internet from virtually anywhere in the world using a portable computer and a cellular modem with satellite service.
Technologies that developed from different fields, such as
personal communications, computation, and space exploration often worked together to serve the constantly evolving human needs of the information age.

Norma’s Third Book is a Success!

Norma McKayhan had a very successful noon-time book signing for
her third book… The Mystery of
Unrest Revealed on Saturday, August 20th in the lobby of the Residence Inn Marriott in Potomac
Mills Woodbridge, VA. The other books were, The
Mighty King and the Small Creature, and Buckie

and King Levi - Friends in Deed.
History of The Cell Phone - A
Black Man

On April 3rd, 1973, Motorola
engineer Marty Cooper placed the
first public call from a cell phone in
midtown Manhattan, Cooper called
Joel Engel — head of rival research
department at Bell Labs — saying
“Joel, this is Marty. I’m calling you
from a cell phone, a real handheld portable cell phone.”
The call was placed on a Motorola DynaTAC 8000x,
which weighed 2.5 pounds, a far cry from today’s 4-ounce
handsets.
If it wasn’t for Dr. Henry Thomas Sampson, Jr. we
wouldn’t have cell phone technology today. Isn’t it funny
how the mainstream media hasn’t made him an icon
based off of his invention? Cellular telephony has
spawned a Multi-billion dollar industry and has freed tens
of millions of people, both at home and at work, to communicate anywhere, any time. You would think that he
would have been on Times and Forbes magazines next to
Bill Gates and Steve Jobs for discovering one of the greatest
creations of our time. Henry Sampson, the Black man who
invented the cell phone technology.
On July 6 1971, Sampson invented the “gammaelectric cell,” which pertains to Nuclear Reactor use. Ac
cording to Dr. Sampson, the Gamma Electric Cell, patented
July 6, 1971, Patent No. 3,591,860 produces stable highvoltage output and current to detect radiation in the
ground. Born in Jackson, Mississippi in 1934, he is a prolific inventor and pioneer in the field of nuclear engineering. He graduated from Lanier High School in Jackson, MS
in 1951. Sampson attended Morehouse College, in Atlanta, for two years. He later transferred to Purdue University
in Lafayette, Indiana and earned a B.S. degree in chemical
engineering in 1956. Sampson continued his studies and
earned an M.S. degree in chemical engineering in 1961
from the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). He
continued his graduate studies and pursued a doctoral degree in nuclear engineering from the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign. In 1967, he became the first African American in the United States to earn a Ph.D. in nucle-

Charleston Club Tattler ~ One liners . . .


The Charleston Club Regular Meeting will be held on
Saturday, September 10th at 2:00 p.m. at the Original
Ebenezer A.M.E. Church, 7806 Allentown Road in Fort
Washington, MD. Our Host for this kick-off meeting for
2016~2017, will be: Jeanette Steward, Zeni Jackson,
Ethel Bothuel, Marva White, Juanita Wilder and Jerry
Ravenell.
 The Charleston Club’s 2016 Holiday Celebration will be
December 2, 2016 at Martin's Camelot Room, 13905
Central Ave in Upper Marlboro, MD. This year’s cele
bration will be from 8:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.; the Cost is
$55.00 per person and it will be Semi-Formal! Featuring, Al "Big Red" Coley, as our DJ for the evening! Points
of contact for Tickets: Karen Champaign, 478-9543292; Brenda Owens, 301-996-7756; and Ben Randall,
301-602-3417. Payments should be sent to: Mary
Wade, Financial Secretary, 13406 Vandiver Ct, Upper
Marlboro, MD 20774. Telephone #: 301-249-3450.

Mr. John "Hawk" Singleton entered
into eternal rest on June 29th in Charleston, he was 69 years old. Mr. Singleton
was the beloved father of Charleston
Club member, Bobby Brown. Mr. Singleton lived on Nunan St., and enjoyed a
30+ year career in the hospitality industry. Hawk Singleton was a graduate of
Burke High School in the mid-1960s. He was a quiet and
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honest man that sometimes worked two or three jobs to
provide for his family. His son, Bobby fondly remembers
that when he was a 12 years old lad, one of his tasks was to
wake Hawk up, so he wouldn’t be late for his next job. He
is survived by his wife, Mrs. Emma Brown Singleton; and
children, Mr. John Singleton, Jr., Ms. Michele Brown, Mr.
Bobby Brown, Mr. Anthony Brown, and Ms. Rachel
Brown; his special granddaughter, Ms. Cynthia Brown.
Celebration of Life services were held on July 9th, at Nichols
Chapel A.M.E. Church on Kennedy Street in Charleston.
Interment was at Live Oak Memorial Gardens, West of the
Ashley on Ashley River Road in Charleston.
Ms. Karen Suzanne Deas, formerly
of Spring Street in Charleston, entered
into eternal rest on July 12th in New
York City, she was 69 years old. Karen was the daughter of the late,
Edena (“Dena”) Greene Deas Morales
and her surviving father, Vivien L.
Deas (102 years-old). Karen was an
honors graduate of Immaculate Conception High School (Class of 1964). She was the niece of
Charleston Club members, Carl and Elisabeth Greene
(Oviedo, FL). She was one of the first to attend and graduate in1968 from the University of South Carolina in Columbia. Karen moved to New York City in the late1960s
and became an airline attendant for Pan Am (Pan American Airways). She enjoyed living in New York and later
moved on to a French Airline Company. Karen made frequent trips back to the Holy City for visits, but soon New
York became her home away from home. A Mass of
Christian Burial was held on July 26th at St. Patrick's Catholic Church on St. Philip Street. Farewell and Final Commendations were at Brotherly Cemetery in N. Charleston.
Mrs. Margaret Wade Lesesne, a native of Camden, SC, entered into eternal
rest on July 29th in her adopted
hometown of Charleston. Margaret
Lesesne was a graduate of S.C. State
(’51) and a life-long member of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. She was a
retired supply supervisor from the
Charleston Naval Shipyard. Four generations of her family attended South Carolina State, including both of her parents and three of her four children.
Mrs. Lesesne said that she has a great passion and appreciation for S.C. State University and all that it has done for
both her and her family. Mrs. Lesesne established an endowed scholarship fund at South Carolina State in memory
of her late husband, Mr. Theodore (Teddy) Lesesne, a native of Charleston, who also graduated from State in 1951.
Teddy was trained in naval engineering as a naval architect at the Charleston Naval Shipyard. The Margaret and
Theodore Lesesne Scholarship Fund assist students from
Charleston, Berkeley, or Dorchester counties. Mrs. Margaret W. Lesesne was inducted into the Thomas E. Miller So-

ciety - Class of 2006 at S.C. State. Services were held August 4th at Wesley U.M. Church, on Meeting Street; inhumation followed at Sunset Memorial
Gardens in N. Charleston.
Mr. Jerome “Rome” Williams entered into eternal rest on August 2nd in
Irmo, SC (a Columbia suburb); he was
born in March 1964 in Charleston.
Jerome “Rome” was the brother of
Charleston Club member Norma
McKayhan, he was 52 years old. The
son of Alma W. Moseley and the late Charles N. Williams,
Sr., Jerome graduated from T.C. Williams High School in
Alexandria, VA, but he was always a true Burke Bulldog at
heart. He played wide receiver on Burke’s football team in
1983; he was a very good wide receiver too! He worked in
the food and beverage industry for over 30 years. He was
such a kind loving and thoughtful person that his sister
was moved to let others know more about him. He leaves
to mourn his passing a loving wife, Terry C. Williams and
devoted son, Desmond Williams. He lived and worked in
Columbia, and always called his sister on her birthday! Home Going Services were August 15th at Mother
Emmanuel A.M.E. Church in Charleston. Burial was at
Sunset Memorial Gardens, on Ashley Phosphate Road in
North Charleston.
Mrs. Shirley Greene Williams, formerly of Charleston, entered into eternal rest on August 17th in Woodbridge,
VA, she was 78 years old. Shirley was
the sister of Charleston Club members
Rev. Carolyn Greene Young and Marguerite Greene. She was the beloved
mother of Vonda Fields, Odell Williams, Jr. and Darrin Williams; grandmother of Kelsey Fields. Shirley was living with her
daughter Vonda and son-in-law, LTC (Ret.) Terrance
Fields in the Woodbridge area. Shirley was a great supporter of the Charleston Club. Her former school-mates
of Burke’s Class of ’55, will remember Shirley as their Sen
ior Class Queen in 1955. She led a very active life-style
when she re-located to the Washington area. Homegoing
Services were held on Friday, August 26th at Morris Brown
A.M.E. Church on Morris Street, in Charleston. Interment
was at Sunset Memorial Gardens, on Ashley Phosphate
Road in North Charleston.

September Birthdays:
Lashanka Bennett - Sept, 4th ~ Karen Brown - Sept.
9th ~ Orval Cooke - Sept. 22nd ~ Veronica Hoke Sept. 11th ~ Carolyn Knowles - Sept. 16th ~ Leroy
Latten - Sept. 17th ~ Ben Randall - Sept. 21st.

- The Fly on The Wall !
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