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federal prison in Cumberland.
Johnson grew up on Johns
Island, outside of Charleston,
he is the fifth of ten children.
He received B.S. degree from
Benedict College in 1970
and served in the United
States Army in the mid1970s. Johnson graduated
from Howard University
School of Law in 1975 with
a J.D. and soon thereafter
started his political career in Prince George’s County. For a
brief period from 1984 to 1987, Johnson was associate
professor of tax law at North Carolina Central University
(NCCU) School of Law.
He was elected state's attorney in November 1994 and
the county executive from December 2002 to December
2010. He served until his term expired on December 6,
2010. Johnson was sentenced to seven years in Federal
Prison in North Carolina. On December 15th he was released to a federal halfway house near Baltimore to serve
the remainder of his sentence. Inmates
are often transferred to halfway houses, which the agency calls “residential
re-entry management” centers, in the
months before the ends of their prison
terms. Prison records show the agency
treated Johnson for early onset Parkinson’s symptoms. His projected release
date is June 10, 2017.

2016 Christmas Celebration was a BIG SUCCESS!

Congratulations to the members of the Charleston
Club, their 2016 Christmas Holidays celebration at Martin’s Camelot Room on Central Avenue in Upper Marlboro,
MD was a tremendous success! You know you have a
“winner” when you see e-mails on the internet with words
like…“It was the best Celebration that I’ve attended in a

long time!”… “It was a spectacular evening!”…“Great Job,
let’s do it again!” Thanks to Karen Champaign, Brenda
Owens and Ben Randall (the Planning Team) who
did a remarkable job in putting this together.
The crown jewel of the evening was the presence of
Zeni Jackson, a long-time faithful club member who recently has not been able to attend meetings, but despite her
illness, Zeni made the drive from New Jersey to the party.
Everyone was delighted to see Zeni…looking GOOD as
she always does! Al “Big Red” Coley was the D.J. for the
evening, and he didn’t miss a beat…he mixed up “ole
school” music with the current sounds and “line dancing”
was there too! Martin’s prides itself for serving good food,
and the December 2nd celebration was up to par.
Special thanks to Karen, Brenda and Ben and the other
members who participated, it always takes a group effort
to pull an event like this off…and our group did a magnificent job! As one e-mailer said…“I have one recommenda-

Lady Behind Astronaut John Glenn’s 1962 Orbit in Space

Katherine Goble Johnson, a 98 y. o. mathematical genius and early computing pioneer, used her love of numbers
to create the pathway to one of the brightest careers in the
sciences. Ms. Johnson, a very smart black woman from
WV, was a part of NASA’s notable programs, and contributed greatly to the development of space exploration. She
was born August 26, 1918 in West Sulphur Springs, WV,
her father was a farmer, and her
mother, a schoolteacher. The family
moved to Institute, WV so that their
children would receive proper
schooling. Johnson showed her
affinity for numbers and mathematics when she was a young girl.
In interviews, she’s explained that
she had an obsessive need to count

tion for next year, "do the same things." Over a week has
passed since the celebration. I am still gripped by euphoria
and gratitude.”
Jack Johnson Released to Halfway House in Maryland

Former Prince George's County executive Jack Johnson
has been released to a halfway house after serving five
years in federal prison. Johnson received a seven-year sentence in 2011 after pleading guilty to two corruption
charges. He was arrested the previous year while serving
as the top elected official in Prince George's County. The
67-year-old Johnson had previously been incarcerated at a
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everything.
An exceptional student, Johnson graduated from high
school at 14, then entered West Virginia State University.
She left the university with degrees in French and mathematics. One of her college instructors created a special
analytic geometry course just for Johnson. After a troublesome stint with graduate school that included combating
racism in her home state, Johnson became a middle and
high school math teacher. In 1953, Johnson joined the
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (NACA),
which would later became the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, or NASA.
Johnson was a research mathematician, responsible for
deciphering complex data similarly as a computer would.
She and a gathering of other women who worked at
NACA’s Langley Research Center but Johnson was inquisitive to the point she began to stand out. Before long, her
knowledge of math became a valuable resource to the
mostly all-male science staff. Johnson’s early training in
analytic geometry helped her to contribute to one of the
American space program’s most notable accomplishments.
Her calculations helped determine astronaut John Glenn’s
orbit in space, the trajectory of the 1969 Apollo 11 moon
landing and contributed to the space shuttle program. She
retired from NASA in 1986.
Some of her most notable calculations are: the 1959 Trajectory for Alan Shepard‘s flight, the 1962 ~ Verified
calculations for the 1st time by electronic computer for
John Glenn’s orbit and the 1969 ~ Apollo 11 trajectory to
the Moon. In November 2015, Johnson received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Barack Obama.
The AKA sorority sister lives in Hampton, Va. with her husband, Lt. Col. James A. Johnson. The story of 98 year old,
Katherine Coleman Goble Johnson will be the focus of the
highly-anticipated feature film "Hidden Figures." The film
is the incredible untold story of Katherine G. Johnson
(Taraji P. Henson), Dorothy Vaughan (Octavia Spencer)
and Mary Jackson (Janelle Monáe)~brilliant AfricanAmerican women working at NASA, who served as the
brains behind one of the greatest operations in history: the
launch of astronaut John Glenn into orbit, a stunning
achievement that restored the nation's confidence, turned
around the Space Race, and galvanized the world. The
visionary trio crossed all gender and race lines to inspire
generations to dream big. President Obama and the First
Lady recently hosted a private screening of the upcoming
film, “Hidden Figures,” the first Black women who were
instrumental in getting the first men on the moon. The
film opens January 6th nation-wide.

has been fighting to get the bass guitarist inducted into the
South Carolina Hall of Fame for the last 20 years to no
avail. He recently started an online petition to gain support
for his efforts.
“Mr. Jamerson is known as the
"Father of the Modern Bass" that
changed the way that we listen to
the Bass and how it is played today
so here's the question - What's
wrong with South Carolina?”…
Knight said with frustration. Jamerson is acknowledged as one of the greatest influences in
modern music. As bass guitar player for Motown Records,
the Edisto Island native who was inducted into the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame in 2000 performed on 30 number
one hits and 70 R&B hits, more than any other person or
group in music history. As a studio musician and performer with the Funk Brothers band, Jamerson’s opening
bass lyrics on the Temptations’ hit single ‘My Girl’ was typical of the distinct style he displayed on other hit tunes by
Stevie Wonder, The Miracles, Martha and the Vandellas,
Marvin Gaye, Gladys Knight and the Pips, the Four Tops,
the Supremes and other Motown performers.
Jamerson’s bass playing was considered an integral part
of ‘the Motown Sound’ as he transcended the standard
bass line and created a duet with the vocalist, but remained
tightly locked with the drum groove. He has influenced a
renowned who’s who list of bass players in jazz, rock and
funk. During his lifetime (1936-1983), Jamerson received
little formal recognition for his contributions. He was the
subject of a 1989 book by Allan (Dr. Licks) Slutsky titled
“Standing in the Shadows of Motown.” In 2004 he was
honored with a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award
and in 2009 was inducted into the Fender Hall of Fame.
Jamerson was presented with a resolution in his honor by
the S.C. House of Representatives that same year. In 2013,
he and his band mates of “The Funk Brothers” received a
star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. The next year they
were inducted into the R&B Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio
and The South Carolina State Senate passed a resolution for
the bass guitarist. Other notable accomplishments include
induction into the Musicians Hall of Fame in Nashville, TN
and the Gullah/GeeChee Nation’s Anointed Spirit Award.
Michelle Gaston Running for Ms. Alumni NCCU

Charleston Club member, Michelle Gaston is running
for Ms. Alumni NCCU (North Carolina Central University
– Durham, NC), and she has a “good shot” to win!
Michelle is having a fund raiser for your consideration…
Please consider Fundraiser - Washington Wizards vs. Portland Trailblazers - January 16, 2017. Michelle says…“It is
my belief that it takes a village to raise a child. Further, I
believe that we all have a responsibility to "give something
back" and to reach back to give our children "a leg up" to
help them have a better future. I am a candidate for Ms.
Alumni of North Carolina Central University (NCCU)
2017. One of the major responsibilities of the Ms. Alumni

Online Petition for support of James Jamerson

On December 11th, The Independent Tone Awards
honored Funk Legend and Legendary Bass Guitarist James
Jamerson onboard USS Yorktown (CV-10) in Mount
Pleasant, SC. While the honor is appreciated, the struggle
continues to gain recognition here in S.C. Anthony J.
McKnight, a local musician and first cousin of Jamerson,
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contest is to raise scholarship funds to help prospective and
current students either enroll in or complete their undergraduate education at NCCU. One of the first fundraisers
that is being sponsored is a professional basketball game
between the Washington Wizards and the Portland TrailBlazers. The game is being played on Monday, January 16,
2017 at 2:00 p.m. at the Verizon Center in Washington.”
Ticket price of $100, game attendees receive the following:
 200 level seat (Corner)
 Unlimited food, beer, wine, soda from one hour before
game time until the start of the fourth quarter
 T-shirt
Bonus - if 50 people purchase tickets, “the group” can go
down onto the floor and sit on the bench while the Wizards do their pre-game shooting warmups!
Tickets can be ordered at http://www.nccudcmetro.org/
wizards/ Proceeds from this fundraiser will be used for
scholarships.

Kwanzaa. The calendar of events for
the week of Kwanzaa begins with the
Lighting of the Kinara at the Marion
Square and continues to the Reclamation Service joint sponsorship with the
Kwanzaa Planning Committee and the
City of Charleston. The week of celebration continues with the sponsorships of different community charities
and non-profit organizations in multiple location in the Charleston Lowcountry. Some organization include the Soul Food Alliance, Charleston County
Parks and Recreation, Tri-County Black Nurses Association
and more.
Founded by Dr. Maulana Karenga in 1963, Kwanzaa
was created to build a bridge for the traditional African
values and to reach and reinforce connections among African-American and African communities throughout the
world. The values are called Nguzo Saba, which in Swahili
means the seven principles. These seven principles are the
heart of the holiday and are observed over the seven days
from December 26 to January 1, culminating in a feast,
and gift-giving. The principles are:
 Umoja (Unity): To strive for and to maintain unity in the
family, community, nation, and race.
 Kujichagulia (Self-Determination): To define ourselves,
name ourselves, create for ourselves, and speak for ourselves.
 Ujima (Collective Work and Responsibility): To build and
maintain our community together and make our brothers’ and sisters’ problems our problems, and to solve
them together.
 Ujamaa (Cooperative Economics): To build and maintain
our own stores, shops, and other businesses and profit
from them together.
 Nia (Purpose): To make our collective vocation the building and development of our community to restore our
people to their traditional greatness.
 Kuumba (Creativity): To do always as much as we can,
in the way we can, to leave our community more beautiful and beneficial than we inherited it.
 Imani (Faith): To believe with all our hearts in our people, our parents, our teachers, our leaders, and the righteousness and victory of our struggle.

Linard H. McCloud Fine Arts Center

On Monday, Dec. 26th, ribbon-cutting ceremonies were
held for the renaming of
Burke’s fine arts building for its
music teacher and director of
bands, Mr. Linard H. McCloud
(Burke ’1972). Mr. McCloud
has 38 consecutive years at
Burke and numerous awards
and accomplishments. In 2005,
the Burke High School Marching Band was rated as the 7th
best traditional style band in the country. The marching
band is recognized for its perfection in musicianship and
innovative, high-energy performances. Under his leadership, the Burke High School Band Booster Club has awarded over $100,000 for band student scholarships at dozens
of colleges and universities throughout the United States.
During his tenure, at least 95 percent of the school’s valedictorians and salutatorians were members of “the highstepping marching band.” And, at least 90 percent of his
band students have gone to college immediately after high
school. Linard Henry McCloud’s influence has also been
featured on the national cinema stage through Burke Band
alumnus Damon Bass. Bass played a supporting role as a
percussionist in the 2002 movie “Drumline.” The Linard
H. McCloud Fine Arts Center is on Burke’s campus.

Montgomery Bus Boycott Ended 60 Years Ago-12-20-1956

Kwanzaa in the Lowcountry

60 years ago - The Montgomery Bus Boycott, in which
African Americans refused to ride city buses in Montgomery, AL, to protest segregated seating, took place from December 5, 1955, to December 20, 1956, and is regarded
as the first large-scale demonstration against segregation in
the U.S. On December 1, 1955, four days before the boycott began, Rosa Parks, an African-American woman, refused to yield her seat to a white man on a Montgomery
bus. She was arrested and fined. The boycott of public
buses by blacks in Montgomery began on the day of Parks’

The seven-day African-American holiday of Kwanzaa
has been celebrated for its 50th year in 2016. The Lowcountry Kwanzaa Planning Committee has been governing the Kwanzaa activities in the Lowcountry for 38 years.
The week is filled with Community Potluck events, Community Parade, Holiday Market, the Big Feast on the final
day, Karamu. The Lowcountry Kwanzaa Planning Committee has released a calendar for the Week of Kwanzaa
Celebration with all the activities of the Lowcountry
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court hearing and lasted 381 days. The U.S. Supreme
Court ultimately ordered Montgomery to integrate its bus
system, and one of the leaders of the boycott, a young pastor named Martin Luther King Jr. (1929-68), emerged as a
prominent national leader of the American civil rights
movement in the wake of the action.

A.M.E. Church on June 17, 2015. The jury of nine
whites and three blacks deliberated less than two hours
before returning a verdict, finding him guilty on all
counts against him. Roof, 22, faced 33 federal charges,
including hate crimes and obstruction of the practice of
religion. The same jury is set to return Jan. 3rd to consider whether Roof should be sentenced to die for the June
2015 attack at Emanuel. He is also slated to face another
death penalty trial in state court early next year.
 The trial of Michael T. Slager, the police officer whose
videotaped killing of an unarmed Walter L. Scott staggered a nation already embroiled in a debate about police misconduct and racial bias in law enforcement, ended in a mistrial on Monday, December 5th. The jury had
three options, besides deadlocking: a conviction for murder, a conviction for voluntary manslaughter or an acquittal. In South Carolina, a murder conviction can lead
to a life sentence, and manslaughter carries a term of
two to 30 years. In a letter to the Judge, a single juror
said he could not “in good conscience consider a guilty
verdict.” Slager will now face a second trial in state
court.

Charleston Deaths:


Mr. Leon A. Middleton, Jr. entered
into eternal rest on Thursday, December 15th, in Charleston; he was 81
years old. Leon, Jr. graduated from
Burke High School in the class of
1953. He was a Painter Instructor
for many years and was also employed at the Charleston
Naval Shipyard. Leon and his late wife, Priscilla Payne
Middleton lived West of the Ashley at 38 Rice Drive. Mr.
Middleton is survived by his siblings: Mrs. Leona M.
Middleton (English), Ms. Pamela M. Middleton, and Mr.
Charles "Charlie" Middleton (Odett); nieces, nephews,
and a host of relatives and many friends. Funeral services were Tuesday, December 20th at Morris Brown
A.M.E. Church, on Morris Street. Interment services
were at Live Oak Memorial Gardens on Ashley River
Road, in Charleston (West Ashley).
 Mr. Benjamin Jenkins, Sr. entered into eternal rest on
December 19th, in Charleston. Benjamin was a retiree
from the U.S. Army and the Charleston Naval Shipyard.
He was married to Mrs. Annie Elizabeth Salley Jenkins
(Burke ’59). He leaves to mourn his passing, children;
Mr. Byron Jenkins Saunders of Johns Island, SC and Ms.
Benjenus Jenkins, Mr. Benjamin Jenkins, Jr., Ms. Ruth
Salley. Home Going Services were Saturday, December
24th at New Bethlehem Baptist Church, 1945 Liberia
Road, on Wadmalaw Island with most of his siblings,
nieces, nephews, cousins and four grandchildren all in
attendance. Interment was at the Church’s Cemetery on
Wadmalaw Island, SC.

Mr. Ronnie McNeil, the brother of
Charleston Club member, John McNeil,
entered into eternal rest on December
6th at the Regional Medical Center
(RMC), in Orangeburg, SC, he was 57
years old. He was born in April, 1959
in Mullins, SC to the late Johnnie, Jr.
and Alberta McNeil. Ronnie attended
the public schools in Mullins and graduated from high
school in1978. Ronnie was employed with Mullins Food
Processing until his health declined. He was joined in Holy
Matrimony to Joann Ford McNeil. Everyone agreed,
“Ronnie had a heart of gold and loved people.” Funeral
Services were held on Saturday December 10th at Old Field
Missionary Baptist Church in Mullins, SC. “Fear not, for I

Charleston Club Tattler ~ One liners . . .


The next Charleston Club meeting will be Saturday, January 21st 2017 at the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
Post 7327 located at 8350 “F” Terminal Road in Lorton,
VA 22079. The meeting time is 2:00 p.m., see you there!
 The Award-winning and critically acclaimed, Harriet’s
Return: Based Upon The Legendary Life of Harriet Tubman is a full theatrical production that takes audiences
on a deeply personal, high energy journey into the private and public life of this famed Underground Railroad
conductor. She was a spiritual icon, revolutionary, and
entrepreneur, whose life spanned nine decades and still
influences the consciousness of people. The play presented by the Charleston Black Theatre on Saturday, January 14th at 7:30 p.m. at Dock Street Theatre, 135
Church Street in Charleston.
 On December 15th, a jury in Charleston convicted
Dylann Roof of murdering “the Emanuel Nine” and attempting to kill three others in the basement of Emanuel

am with you; be not dismayed for I am your God; I will
strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand.” ~ Isaiah 41:10

January Birthdays:
Juanita Wilder - Jan. 2nd ~ Carl White - Jan. 4th ~ Carolyn
Griffin-Russell - Jan. 9th ~ Marion Rhodes - Jan. 10th ~
Herbert Pittman - Jan. 12th ~ Tony Gaston - Jan. 25th ~
Carolyn Young - 25th.
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