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USS Charleston to be commissioned March 2

The Columbus Street Terminal
in Charleston will host a March 2
commissioning of the new USS
Charleston (LCS 18), an Independence-class littoral combat ship built
in Mobile, AL. The $440 million
ship is a state-of-the-art trimaran
designed to go into shallow waters
that other ships can’t. Awarded in
December 2010, the ship was
named by then-Navy Secretary Ray Mabus in January
2015 with Charlotte Riley, wife of former Mayor Joe Riley,
serving as the ship’s sponsor. Launched in September
2017, the 418-foot ship with a speed of 44 knots (50.6
mph) was delivered in August 2018. It will be homeported in San Diego, Calif.
The shield on the crest of the USS Charleston features
ship representing previous Charlestons as well as symbols
on the state’s flag. The crest includes palmetto fronds, a
bald eagle and a motto, “While we breathe, we fight” that
is an homage to the state’s Latin motto, “Dum Spiro
Spero” (While I breathe, I hope). During the ship’s 2017
christening, it was said, “Charleston, like the other ships in
the LCS program, is going to be highly maneuverable, able
to operate where other ships cannot, and will project power through forward presence. The ship and her crew will
serve our nation for decades to come, but let us not forget
our industrial force whose service makes this great ship
possible. ”
According to the Department of
Defense, “The first Navy ship to bear
the name Charleston was a row galley that defended the coast of South
Carolina during the Quasi-War with
France. The second Charleston (C-2)
was a protected cruiser that received
the surrender of Guam during the
Spanish-American War. The third
Charleston (C-22) was a St. Louisclass protected cruiser that performed escort and troop
transport duties in World War I. The ship named Charleston (PG-51) was an Erie-class patrol gunboat that earned
the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with one battle star for
her service in the northern Pacific during World War II.
The fifth Charleston (AKA-113/LKA-113) was an amphibious cargo ship that served during the Vietnam War.”
If you would like to attend the commissioning ceremony
for the ship, the sixth named for Charleston, you will have
to register through the Navy League of Charleston and fill
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in all of the required information. In late January or early
February, the Navy will send a letter to those who registered online with further instructions. Then the Navy will
send invitation tickets to successful registrants.
Morris Brown AME host special Watch Night at noon

Monday, December
31st at noon, the Charleston community gathered
at Morris Brown AME
Church on Morris Street
to celebrate a moment in
history when enslaved
people anticipated freedom. This special event
at Morris Brown was an homage to services first held on
Dec. 31, 1862. At that time, the enslaved met in praise
houses and churches to await the end of slavery with the
Emancipation Proclamation on Jan. 1, 1863.
Those first freedom’s eve services in 1862 have become
an annual celebration called Watch Night held on New
Year’s Eve in black churches across America. While many
congregations, like Morris Brown, have held this service its
original purpose had been lost in time. Last year, the Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor Commission began an effort to preserve and sustain this cherished tradition. The service at Morris Brown was Charleston’s firstever community-wide Watch Night event. Instead of beginning a few hours before midnight, this two-hour service started at noon. It featured poetry reading, traditional
songs and food, drummers and dancers. It was timed for
reconciliation and thanks for the past year and resolutions
for the year to come. The event was co-sponsored by the
Morris Brown, the 7th Episcopal District of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church, Magnolia Plantation and
Gardens, and the commission. The commission, established by Congress, encourages the preservation and promotion of the Gullah Geechee culture in the coastal regions
of N.C., S.C., GA. and northern Florida.
“Watch Night, traditionally, has both spiritual and cultural significance in our community. Spiritually, a new
year brings another God-given opportunity to reach our
full potential,” said the Rev. James A. Keeton Jr., Morris
Brown’s senior pastor. “Culturally, as descendants of people who were enslaved and objectified by laws and practices, a New Year is not only a testimony of survival, but it
also gives hope that the New Year will be better than the
current one.” Watch Night services are an opportunity to
educate people about an important chapter in American
history, said Heather Hodges, executive director of the
1 commission, headquartered on Johns Island. “Many peo-

ple are unaware that the Emancipation Proclamation only
applied to a handful of states that were considered to be in
open rebellion, like South Carolina, and it did not emancipate all of the enslaved in the country. “This means that in
1863 the ancestors of the Gullah Geechee people were
among the first to begin to emerge from bondage,” she
said. “Their experiences before and during this period of
the conflict, then subsequently during Reconstruction,
formed an important part of South Carolina history that
many know little about. We cannot underestimate the
significance of what the promise of the Emancipation
Proclamation meant to the enslaved, and we must always
gather on Watch Night to commemorate their sacrifices –
and to celebrate their freedom.”
The service at Morris Brown on Morris Street in downtown Charleston is one of about 46 confirmed Watch
Night services planned in the Gullah Geechee Corridor. A
watch night service is not unique to African American
congregations, said Dr. J. Herman Blake, a founding member of the Gullah Geechee commission and professor
emeritus at the Medical University of South Carolina. Other faiths and cultures have held watch night services as a
way to celebrate the New Year.
But the watch night service took on a new meaning on
Dec. 31, 1862, as people of African descent in the Beaufort
and Port Royal areas awaited the Emancipation Proclamation signed by President Abraham Lincoln. During the
Civil War, the Union invaded Port Royal and occupied Port
Royal and Beaufort in November 1861. The area remained under Union control throughout the war, allowing for the enslaved communities there to become officially
free on Jan. 1, 1863. As they waited for freedom, enslaved
people gathered under a large oak tree at Camp Saxton
and the following day they heard a reading of the Emancipation Proclamation. That tree still stands today on the site
of the U.S. Naval Hospital in Beaufort.

ord for the highest number of years named most admired
man. With Barack Obama holding the top spot among
men, this year marks just the 13th time that an incumbent
president did not come in first place in the poll. Gallup surveyed a random selection of 1,025 adults from Dec. 3rd to
Dec. 12th.
Clyburn Elected Majority Whip for the 116th Congress

Nov. 28, 2018 - Congressman James
E. Clyburn released the following statement after the House Democratic Caucus unanimously elected him by acclamation to be Majority Whip in the
116th Congress: “I thank all my House
Democratic colleagues for the faith and
confidence they have expressed in me to
serve as Majority Whip in the 116th
Congress. I am deeply honored to have the support of our
Caucus and humbly accept this position with a clear understanding of the challenges and opportunities that lie
ahead.” “As I said to my colleagues today, America is already a great country: our challenge is to make its greatness apply fairly and equitably to all of its people. As the
only Member of elected Leadership from a red state and
largely rural district, I will work tirelessly to be a voice for
the millions of Americans who feel left out and communities that are too often left behind. I am committed to staying connected to all of our Caucuses and regions and
building a whip operation that is reflective of the diversity
of our Caucus and that empowers a new generation of
Members to have a voice in our legislative process.”
The 2019 James E. Clyburn Fellowship

The official opening of the application process for the 2019 James
E. Clyburn Political Fellowship was
announced this week (Dec. 17th).
Individuals who are motivated and
ready to enter the exciting and fastpaced world of politics are being
sought. The Clyburn Fellowship
offers intensive training sessions for individuals interested
in running for political office, campaign management,
fundraising and consulting for local, county, and state party political operations. Becoming a member of the Clyburn
Fellowship requires a substantial time commitment. Participants are expected to attend all five weekend sessions
and to fully participate in order to receive a certificate of
completion. The application deadline is January 15, 2019.
Limited space is available. Apply at the link: http://
scdp.org/clyburn-fellowship-2018/. For more information, contact Ann Smith at 803-799-7798 or
ann@scdp.org.

Michelle Obama - America's Most Admired Woman

Michelle Obama was voted America's most admired woman in a Gallup
poll (Dec. 2018), ousting Hillary Clinton from the top spot for the first time
in 17 years. Since 1946, Gallup has
been asking random survey participants to "name the man and woman
living anywhere in the world today
whom they admire most." This year,
15 percent said Michelle Obama. The
former first lady recently released a memoir, "Becoming,"
and wrapped up a multi-city book tour. The book
"Becoming" is hitting records, sales of over 2 million copies
in its first two months.
Her husband also holds the distinction of being the most
admired man, with 19 percent naming Barack Obama for
this category. He has now held the title for 11 consecutive
years, and if he is named again in 2019, he will tie another
former president, Dwight Eisenhower, who holds the rec-

FAMU Alumni to Head Up Converse - G. Scott Uzzell
NIKE has named Florida A&M University alumni
and FAMU Foundation Board member, G. Scott
Uzzell, President and CEO of Converse, Inc., Uzzell
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starts work at Converse on Jan.
22nd. Mr. Uzzell comes to Converse from The Coca-Cola Company where he most recently served
as President, Venturing & Emerging Brands Group (VEB). Uzzell
began his career in sales and marketing at various companies, including Procter & Gamble, Coca-Cola and Nabisco
and has held leadership positions at brands such as
McDonald’s U.S. Division. If that’s not impressive
enough he reportedly serves on the boards of State
Bank and Trust Co., Fairlife LLC and Suja Juice Co.
As head of Coca-Cola’s VEB Group, Uzzell led
the development portfolio of high-growth brands
for The Coca-Cola Company, including Honest Tea,
ZICO Coconut Water, Fairlife Milk and Suja Juice,
famunews.com reports. The 51 year old, Uzzell
holds an MBA from the University of Chicago and a
bachelor’s degree in business administration from
Florida A&M. He is also a member of the FAMU’s
Foundation Board as well as a member of the Executive Leadership Council (ELC).

house with a lot of magic. Bringing light and love, one
Lowcountry man shows how it’s done at Christmas. For
the past 15 years, Reverend Hercules Champaign adds a
little more to his own James Island holiday light show. “It
was one light around the house,” that’s how it all started.
Rev. Champaign saw magic; “I used to look at it like it was
a whole lot of lights visualizing all of this. All of a sudden, I
start doing this.” Santa Clauses that sing, festive reindeers,
a manger, and lights absolutely everywhere. “I just love
putting up all the lights and the Santa Claus and all that, I
just love to do that,” says Rev, Champaign. The big Santa?
“I got him by mistake, I thought he was a little one,” laughs
Rev. Champaign.
But he can’t resist. Champaign says growing up poor, he
never saw lights like his and he wants to share. “People
stop by and put cards on the porch, and thing like thats.
They stop by and we talk." His lights bring joy to neighborhood children. “I used to have the children coming
around you know, walk around and look at the lights and
how they enjoy it, makes me feel joyful and nice to put it
up,” he says. It’s a family tradition of caring for others. His
nephew, Melvin Champaign, was one of the Charleston 9
firefighters and is remembered fondly. “Not because he
was my nephew, but because he was a great young man
who helped anybody do anything,” Rev. Champaign says.
And even though the Reverend is a young 86, he’s already planning for next Christmas! “Every year, I say I
ain’t gonna do it no more, and every year comes by I’m out
there doing it. I love it more than the children, I believe."
The Reverend says he gets started on his amazing display
around October, and has an army of family and church
friends who help. He’ll keep his lights on until just after
Christmas.

Congressional Gold Medal for The Queen of Soul

Members of Congress introduce bill to award Aretha
Louise Franklin with the Congressional Gold Medal. Many
of the tributes to Franklin since her passing have emphasized not only her musical talent but her role in shaping
and empowering the role of women with songs that gave
voice to life experiences from a decidedly female perspective. In the wake of the August 16th death of the “Queen of
Soul,” Aretha Franklin. Senators Kamala Harris (D-CA)
and Orrin Hatch (R-UT), along with Representatives Brenda Lawrence (D-MI) and Doug Collins (R-GA) have introduced legislation to posthumously award Franklin the
Congressional Gold Medal.
The legislation will be called, “The Aretha Franklin Congressional Gold Medal Act” and, should it become law, it
will honor Franklin’s role in “shaping the nation’s culturally and socially relevant discography and highlight how she
was an example to all people in how one person’s talents
can make a difference in the lives of millions of people
across the globe.” The legendary artist died of pancreatic
cancer at the age of 76.

America’s oldest veteran, dies at age 112

Richard Arvin Overton, America’s
oldest World War II veteran and the
third-oldest man in the world, died
Thursday, December 27th from pneumonia; he was 112 years old and 230
days. He was born on May 11, 1906, a
member of what is often called America’s “Greatest Generation,” he was believed to be the oldest living man in the
United States as well as America’s oldest
veteran. He enlisted into the U.S. Army on September 3,
1940 at Fort Sam Houston in TX. Overton then fought in
World War II, serving in the all-black 1887th Engineer
Aviation Battalion. He fought in the South Pacific from
1940 through 1945, a time which included battle in Iwo
Jima. He retired from the Army in October of 1945 as a
technician fifth grade. He then worked at a furniture store
and then a job at the Texas Department of the Treasury.
Overton was the grandson of a slave and grew up in
one of America’s darkest periods. In his lifetime, he witnessed the repeal of Jim Crow laws, the passage of the Civil
Rights Act and the election of the first black president

Holiday Lights Bring Love and Light to James Island

Down Fort Johnson Road on James Island is a little
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of the United States.
In 2013, he was honored by President
Barack Obama. He
resided in Austin, Texas, until his death.
Charleston Club Tattler
~ One liners . . .

John Lee Hughes, Sr. the dear step
-father of Charleston Club member,
Angela Z. Martin died November
28th in Nashville, TN; he was 80
years old. Mr. Hughes was born in
Nashville, TN on September 10,
1938 to the late Charles Aaron and
Lillian Hughes. John attended Nashville schools before joining the Army
at the age of 17. He was a Vietnam
Veteran, U.S. Paratrooper Hall of Fame, Airborne Ranger,
ABU Company, Band of Brothers Life Member, Tiger
Force1-327 INF DMOR -- 1965-66 (Vietnam), MACV
TM --44 1969-71(Vietnam), Double Purple Heart recipient. John was very well loved within family and community, a type of person that would do absolutely anything to
go beyond the call of duty, to help others. John also had a
brother, Charles Aaron Hughes, Jr. who preceded him in
death. John trained as a paratrooper and served in the
Army for 20 years. John was last stationed at Fort Campbell, KY where he retired at the end of his career in 1975.
He was the recipient of several awards, including the
Purple Heart for injuries sustained in Viet Nam. After retirement, he operated a store, Hughes Chek Market in
Nashville until 1980.
John is survived by his wife, Margaret, two sons, Torian
and John Jr, sister, Cora Perry, dear cousin, Ethylene Bailey.
He also has several nieces, nephews and many other relatives and friends. John loved to build and repair things,
and was always willing to lend a hand to anyone who
needed help. He meant so much to all of family and
friends, he well be truly missed from their presence.
Funeral Services were Thursday, Dec. 13th at Highland
Hills Chapel, on Brick Church Pike in Nashville. Interment Services were at the Nashville National Veterans
Cemetery.

 The

2019 MLK Celebration Keynote Speakers Charleston’s 10-day Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Celebration, the largest and longest-running event of
its kind in South Carolina, will be headlined in January
by Cynthia Bramlett Thompson, a vice president of the
Spoleto Festival USA board of directors and former board
chair of Girl Scouts USA, and Bishop Samuel L. Green,
Sr., presiding bishop of the Seventh Episcopal District of
the African Methodist Episcopal Church.
The annual tribute’s theme will be “Embrace the Dream,
Create the Change.” The MLK Ecumenical Service will
be held on Sunday, January 20th at Morris Street Baptist
Church, where Bishop Green will deliver the keynote
address to more than 1,000 expected attendees. The
service is free and open to the public.
 The Carolina Group’s Christmas Gala was big success.
Charleston Area Schools’ Alums were there for the 2018
Christmas Gala at the Charleston Rifle Club on Saturday,
December 22nd ; little or no mention was made of the
controversy with the Rifle Club’s rejection of Dr. William
M. Brown, III’s application as a club-member.
 Grand Reunion DVDs still can be purchase! People are still talking and giving
rave reviews about the great time we had
at our 70th anniversary celebration in July
2018. In order to capture the numerous
activities and events, the DVD was produced and is currently available for purchase at a nominal cost for $21.00.

January Birthdays
Juanita Wilder - Jan. 2nd ~ Carl White - Jan. 4th ~ Aurelia
Carr-Olverson - Jan. 5th ~ Karen D. Champaign - Jan. 8th
~ Carolyn Griffin-Russell - Jan. 9th ~ Marion Rhodes Jan. 10th ~ Doris Burton - Jan. 11th ~ Herbert Pittman Jan. 12th ~ Erie Rambert - Jan. 16th ~ Njeena D. Washington - Jan. 17th ~Kenneth Devine - Jan. 19th ~ Tony Gaston
- Jan. 25th ~ Carolyn Young - Jan. 25th ~ Earle C. Regan Jan. 26th ~ Charles Fields - Jan. 29th ~ Mildred Green Jan. 30th.
- The Fly on The Wall !

 The

Burke/ICS Ballers did it again… the group had its
annual Christmas gathering at the Golden Corral Buffet
& Grill in the North Charleston area. Charleston Club
member, Clarence “Muscle” McNeill was able to make it
to this year’s gathering… but the “star” of this year’s
gathering was the return of Ronald “Pike” Goodwin,
who has been sick for the past few months.
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