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The Charleston Club’s New Slate of Officers

Leroy C. Latten is the newly
elected President of The Charleston,
South Carolina Club of Washington, DC. The Charleston Club is
beginning its 72nd year with a new
slate of officers that are ready to
serve a full four-year term scheduled to end in May 2023: Leroy C.
Latten - President; Rhonda G.
Barnes - Vice President; Norma J.
McKayhan - Secretary; Clarence H. McNeill - Corresponding Secretary; Marva J. White - Treasurer; Arnette CobbWhite - Financial Secretary; Audrey Dudley - Business
Manager; Carl White - Chaplain and Jeanette M. Steward
- Parliamentarian.
Mr. Latten has spent nearly a combined 30 years in the
financial industry working for several large national corporations. He attended A.B. Rhett Elementary and Burke
High Schools (1962) before enrolling in North Carolina
College, now known as North Carolina Central University
in Durham, NC. One year after graduating from college,
he was drafted into the U.S. Army and served nearly three
years, including one year in the Republic of South Vietnam.
Desiring to increase his education and expand future possibilities in the work world, Leroy enrolled in Rutgers University School of Law (NJ) from which he graduated in
1974. Now retired, it has allowed him to devote more time
to his alma maters, several fraternities, civic organizations
and The Charleston Club. He is a life member of several
organizations, including Omega Psi Phi Fraternity of which
he has been a member for 55 years, and counting. He also
spends time reading for pleasure and knowledge.
Leroy and his wife, Helen, live in Burke, VA and he has
one son. He looks forward to carrying on the traditions of
The Charleston Club, where the goal is to revel in our low
country background and celebrate those special cultural
features that are unique to Charleston and the surrounding
areas in South Carolina. Fo mak yu neba ta me so?
International African American Museum is Coming
On July 16th the Charleston City Council approved a
contract totaling about $59 million for the construction of
the International African American Museum (IAAM).
Councilman Perry Keith Waring, a member of the IAAM
Board of Directors called the approval a milestone moment. Additionally council approved a construction management contract with Cumming Construction Management, Inc. in the amount of $768K for Phase I construction
and project management services, a professional services

contract with S&ME in the amount of $164K for materials
testing and inspection services and a Undergrounding
Other Work in Progress Agreement with Dominion Energy in the amount of $844K for engineering services and
construction to convert overhead electric distribution to
underground services on Concord St.
The Coming to America ~ 400 Year Anniversary
On August 25, 1619, the first ship carrying enslaved
Africans to North America landed at Point Comfort (today’s
Fort Monroe) in Hampton, VA. From that perilous landing, their presence has had a profound impact on the cultural manifest of America’s past, yet their descendants remain subject to socioeconomic and political disparities today. In 2019 our nation and other countries around the
world will collectively come together to commemorate the
400thanniversary of this dreadful but historic event.
The first Africans did not land at Ellis Island, Plymouth
Rock, or Jamestown Island, but landed as human cargo
that had been captured on the high seas during the transatlantic slave trade. In August 1619, the English privateer
ship the White Lion, with aid of another privateer the
Treasurer, attacked the Spanish slave ship São João Bautista
or San Juan Bautista in a fierce battle in the Bay of Campeche in the Gulf of Mexico. The White Lion continued on to
land at Point Comfort carrying the captured and documented “20 and odd” Africans from the San Juan Bautista
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seeking to trade for provisions. This was the first time a
privateer had unknowingly mistaken a slave ship whose
primary cargo was Africans for a Spanish treasure ship.
These first enslaved Africans brought to Point Comfort
were not immigrants, but their landing was one of the
most significant events in our country’s history. This first
generation of enslaved Africans brought to Virginia were
captured from the villages of Ndongo, Congo, and Kabasa
in the Angola region of Africa and were skilled farmers,
herders, blacksmiths, and artisans. They had the perfect
skill set needed for the colonies to survive. Along with their
culture, language, and beliefs, they also brought many ideas and innovations including food production, crop cultivation, music, and dance. It was their unbridled spirit and
labor that helped build Hampton, Point Comfort, and what
is today, Fort Monroe and the United States.
SC State returns to University Center of Greenville
Students in the Upstate of South Carolina now have the
option to take SC State’s undergraduate
and graduate courses at the University
Center of Greenville (UCG). S.C. State
returns to the center for the upcoming
fall semester, which began on August
20th and will continue to expand its
program offerings at the center. Current programs being offered at UCG are: B.S. in management degree, education specialist degree and Doctor of
Education degree. The education program purposes to
produce effective performers, reflective decision-makers
and humanistic practitioners. The university intends to
reach more students and prospective students in South
Carolina’s Upstate.
Clyburn Announces the $1.7 M Clyburn Endowment
Congressman James E. Clyburn announced last July in Santee that he and his wife, Emily,
were designating the $1.7 million they have raised and contributed to S. C. State University
over the years to fund honors
college scholarships. Congressman Clyburn said his family has decided they would like
the funds in the James E. and Emily E. Clyburn Endowment
to support the Emily England Clyburn Honors Scholarship
program they established in 2016 at the couple’s alma mater. Clyburn also committed to increasing the total funds
in the endowment to $2 million. “We want the school to
know that but for its existence and the friendship of the
students we met there, we would not be who and what we
are today,” he said. “I want to thank the school and the
administrators for all they are doing to make the future
better for young people. All we need to do is to provide an
opportunity and these young people can make it.” “On
behalf of the students and faculty of the Honors College,
we are indebted to you,” Dr. Roland continued. “There is
great need, and this money will be put to good use. We
will continue to make you proud.” Seven students have 2

already received $10,000 Emily England Clyburn Honors
College Scholarships from the Clyburns’ initial $70,000
donation. Jim and Emily Clyburn are both 1961 graduates of South Carolina State and are among the most loyal
donors and advocates of their alma mater.
Charleston Deaths over Summer
Over the summer months several significant Charleston
personalities died, it is/was too difficult to put all of them in
a single edition of the Tattler. We will highlight each of
these “home-town” personalities in upcoming editions.
 Mr. Douglas MacArthur “Mackey”
Goodwin (March 11, 1942 ~ May
11, 2019) in Charleston; he was 77
years old.
Burke 1961,
played college football for Maryland
State College (now the University of
Maryland Eastern Shore). Drafted by
the Buffalo Bills in the 11th round of
the 1965 AFL Draft. Mackey’s
scheduled Sept. 11, 2001 (9/11) heart transplant surgery in New York City came close to not being done because of the 9/11 attack at the World Trade Center in
lower Manhattan.
 Mr. Singlee Henry Murray
(November 23, 1945 ~ May 16,
2019) in Charleston; he was 73 years
old. Burke 1962, attended Hampton
Institute (now Hampton University)
and Allen university. He served in
the U.S. Army. Singlee’s story-telling
abilities at almost any and every venue was legendary. He worked in the
Atlanta, GA area for many years before returning to
Charleston teaching math at C. A. Brown High School.
 Ms. Gwendolyn Annette Simmons
(September 14, 1940 ~ June 13,
2019), in New York City; she was
78 years old. Burke late 1950s, she
became an accomplished composer,
musician and performer. A graduate of Fisk University and a member
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Gwen
performed with the New York and
the London Philharmonic; while her
compositions and arrangements were performed at Carnegie Hall in New York City.
 Mr. Nathaniel R. "Tank" Nelson (September 22, 1942 July 12, 2019) in Charleston; he was
76 years old. The man who started
as a life guard on Harman Field in
the 1950s, met the love of his life on
a Skating Zone (Holmes St.) in the
1956, ruled Charleston from Ashley
Avenue. You may not have remembered his full name, but you knew
“Tank – The Man!” Everyone knew

and loved the guy. He worked at AVCO then Cummins
Diesel Engines in North Charleston for 40 years.
 Mr. Arthur St. Elmo Pezant (April 25,
1946 ~ July 25, 2019) in Decatur,
GA; he was 73 years old. Burke
1964, graduated from South Carolina State University; served in the U.S.
Army during The Vietnam Era then
moved to the Atlanta, GA area. Like
his father (Shorty Pezant) before him,
Arthur was afierce competitor in athletics; basketball, football, baseball and tennis. He was a
Bank Examiner for The Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta.

Brown and the aunt of members, Kenneth L. Brown (Karen) died on May 7th
in Charleston. Mrs. Singleton was born
and raised on Wadmalaw Island
where she attended the public schools,
and was a member of St. James Bethel
A.M.E. Church on Maybank Hwy. She
later transferred and became a member
of Nichols Chapel A.M.E. Church on Kennedy St. & Bogard
St. Ms. Emma was a very compassionate and thoughtful home-care nurse in the Charleston for many years.
Later was joined in holy matrimony to the late John Singleton, Sr.
She leaves to celebrate and cherish the blessing of her
presence in their lives two daughters Michelle “Maxine”
Brown and Rachel Brown; three sons; Bobby Brown of
Clinton, MD, John Singleton Jr., and Anthony Brown, of
Charleston; three sisters, Mary Ford of Johns Island, SC,
Nellie Ann White of Wadmalaw Island, and Lucille Washington of Charleston; 14 grandchildren, a great-grandchild; host of nephews, nieces, and a host of other relatives
and friends. Celebration of life Services were held at her
beloved Nichols Chapel A.M.E. Church on Kennedy St. &
Bogard St. in Charleston.
Mr. Anthony Andrew Latten (April 22, 1956 - June 6,
2019), the brother of Charleston Club
president Leroy C. Latten passed on
June 6th in Charleston; he was 63 years
old. He was proud to be the 10th child
in the family of eleven (11) siblings.
Anthony was educated in the Charleston County School System and spiritually at the Wallingford Presbyterian
Church on King St. where he enjoyed
being a Sunday School teacher and an
original member of the Elizabeth Butler (EB) Gospel choir.
Anthony became an accomplished Antique Furniture
repair craftsman at Jack Patla Antiques on King St. for
many years before moving on to Hill-Rom, Inc. (hospital
bedding equipment) for nearly 15 years in North Charleston. Due to health challenges, he was forced into early
retirement. His favorite hobbies were “family,” restoring
antique furniture, sharing food recipes and grilling cookouts for family and friends.
He was greatly appreciative of the many family members and friends that supported and assisted in his care for
16 years as he faced more health issues. Anthony A. Latten
died on the morning of June 6th in Charleston. He was the
proud father of three loving children; Brian (Triya) LattenFord, Damien (Willette) Mack and Laine’ Latten Washington and seven (7) grandchildren. Anthony also leaves to
cherish his memories five (5) brothers and two (2) sisters;
and a loving friend for over 20 years, Diana Coakley
Brown. Memorial Services were held on June 13th at
Wallingford Presbyterian Church on King Street in
Charleston.

Charleston Club Tattler ~ One liners . . .

 The next Charleston Club meeting will be on September

14th at 2:00 p.m. at The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
#7327 located at 8350 - “F” Terminal in Lorton, VA.
Your host for the meeting are: Nicole Hagan, Bernice
Johnson, Aurelia Carr-Olverson, Brenda Owens, and

Sharon Snow
 Florida will soon have a new figure in Washington’s stat-

uary hall. Education advocate and Civil Rights Pioneer
Mary McLeod Bethune will have a place among
American founders, explorers, inventors and presidents.
Bethune’s statue replaces that of Edmund Kirby Smith—
a decision approved by the Florida legislature in 2018.
 Private First Class (PFC) Ralph H. Johnson, Medal of
Honor (MOH), Scholarship at The Citadel. This scholarship, administered by The Citadel Foundation, is for minority students from S.C. who have a demonstrated financial need and a desire to pursue a Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) focused degree. The
vision is that over the years, a growing cadre of Ralph
Johnson Scholars will graduate from The Citadel.
 Marking the fourth anniversary (June 17, 2015) of the
Emanuel 9 massacres EMANUEL a poignant story of justice and faith, love and hate, examining the healing
power of forgiveness was shown in movie theaters
across the country for two nights only, June 17th and
June 19th. The documentary (executive producers Stephen Curry and Viola Davis), powerfully weaved the
history of race relations in Charleston, the significance
and the impact of Mother Emanuel Church, and the
hope that somehow emerges in the aftermath.
 Charleston Club Charter Member Julia Magwood Harris
celebrated her 96th birthday on August 24th. Happy 96th
Birthday Ms. Julia Harris!

Mrs. Emma Brown-Singleton (July 7, 1949 ~ May 7,
2019), the mother of Charleston Club member Bobby L.
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Charleston Club member Andrew Eugene Edwards
(Sept 7, 1947 ~ June 20, 2019) entered into eternal rest on
June 20, 2019; he was 71 years old. He became a member of The Charleston Club in the 1990s. Andrew was
originally from

the gap through scholarship.
out

Charleston Club member, Elisabeth Lucretia Haakmat Greene
(October 22, 1933 ~ July 31, 2019),
a former resident of Charleston, entered into eternal rest on July 31,
2019 in Oviedo, FL. (suburbs of Orlando); she was 85 years old. Elisabeth and her husband, Carl Greene
became active members of The
Charleston Club while they lived in
the Falls Church area during the 1980s. The Greene fami- 4

ly came from Florida to our 70th Grand Reunion in 2018,
along with other members of the Charleston Greene clan.
“Lisby” as she was affectionally known, graduated from
Avery Institute in the early 1950s, where she was “Miss
Avery” in her senior year. Her mother, Beulah Shecut
Haakmat, wrote the lyrics to Avery’s Alma Mater (c. late
1930s). Lisby attended and graduated from Howard University where she became a proud and life-long member
of the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. For many years she
enjoyed a very successful career (business management)
at the Department of Commerce while in the Washington
area. Socially, she was a cornerstone and enthusiastic
member of The Links Inc. Elisabeth Haakmat Greene was
a very joyful spirit and kind hearted to everyone she met.
Lisby is survived by her husband - Carl M. Greene, a
native Charlestonian; a son, William Anderson “Andy”
Greene of Fort Lauderdale, FL; and many brothers and sisters-in-law, cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends. She
was preceded in death by her mother - Beulah Shecut
Haakmat, father - Albert Reinhardt Haakmat, and a brother -Reinhardt Haakmat. A memorial service was held at
Antioch Missionary Baptist Church in Oviedo, FL, on August 8, 2019.
Mr. Horace “Killer Joe” Armstrong
(October 2, 1924 - July 22, 2019), the
brother-in-law of Charleston Club
members Rose and Ben Randall passed
on July 22nd in New York City; he was
94 years old. He was born and raised in
Long Creek NC, the youngest son of the
family of twelve (12). Shortly after high
school he entered the U.S. Army. While
in the military he enjoyed a brief boxing career. After his
discharge, Horace moved to NYC, where he met and married his wife Louise. The couple had five children, and
enjoyed life in the “Big Apple.” He was employed by New
York City Housing Authority and then at the New York
City Sanitation Department, from which he retired in
1985. He and the family became members of St. Luke’s
A.M.E. Church on Amsterdam Ave in Harlem in 1993,
then served as an Usher for the Peter J. Lance Usher Board
for several years until his health declined.
Horace “Killer Joe” Armstrong died on July 22nd, and
will be remembered as a man of strength, standards and a
man who was steadfast. Home Going Celebrations were
held on August 3rd at First Bethel A.M.E. Church in NYC.

September Birthdays:
Lashanka Bennett - Sept. 4th, ~ Elaine Middleton - Sept.
4th, ~ Veronica Hoke - Sept. 11th, ~ Carolyn Knowles Sept. 16th, ~ Karen Bennett - Sept. 17th, ~ Leroy Latten Sept. 17th, ~ Clarence Holman - Sept. 19th, ~ Ben Randall
- Sept. 21st.
- The Fly on The Wall !

