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Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Turns 100!
On January 16, 2020 Zeta Phi
Beta Sorority (ΖΦΒ) will turn 100!
The sorority will be celebrating its
centennial for the entire year with
activities across the nation and the
world! The Founders of Zeta Phi
Beta were five collegiate students of
Howard University; Arizona Cleaver
(Stemons), Myrtle Tyler (Faithful), Viola Tyler (Goings),
Fannie Pettie (Watts), and Pearl Anna Neal. They are
known to the members of the sorority as "The Five Pearls."
In the spring of 1919, during a stroll on the campus of
Howard University, Charles Robert Samuel Taylor, a member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, shared with Arizona
Cleaver his idea for a new sisterhood; a sister organization
to his fraternity. Arizona presented this idea to Pearl Neal,
Myrtle Tyler, Viola Tyler, and Fannie Pettie, and a new sisterhood was formed. Arizona Cleaver sought permission
from the Howard University administration to establish a
new campus sorority. That permission was granted, and
on January 16, 1920 the first official meeting was held.
The five coeds chose the name Zeta Phi Beta. Phi Beta was
taken from Phi Beta Sigma to "seal and signify the relationship between the two organizations."
The newly established Zeta Phi Beta Sorority was given a
formal introduction at Whitelaw Hotel by Phi Beta Sigma
members Charles Robert Samuel Taylor and A. Langston
Taylor. The two Sigma brothers had been a source of advice and encouragement during the establishment of the
sorority and throughout its early days. The Alpha Kappa
Alpha and Delta Sigma Theta Sororities held a "Welcome
to Campus" reception in the assembly room in Miner Hall,
in honor of the new sorority. Later that year, in December
1920, the sorority held the first boule (convention) with
members of Phi Beta Sigma at Howard University. The
Archon, the sorority's official magazine was established
shortly afterwards. Later Boules were held in many locations across the United States.
Since its inception, Zeta has continued its steady climb
into the national spotlight with programs designed to demonstrate
concern for the human condition
both nationally and internationally. The organization has been innovative in that it has chronicled a
number of firsts. It was the first
National Pan-Hellenic Council organization to centralize its opera-
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tions in a national headquarters, first to charter a chapter
in Africa, first to form auxiliary groups, and first to be constitutionally bound to a fraternity, Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. The sorority takes pride in its continued participation in transforming communities through volunteer services from members and its auxiliaries. Zeta Phi Beta has
chartered hundreds of chapters worldwide and has a
membership of 100,000+.
Charleston’s Gamma Zeta chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc. is very proud to present… Since 1920: A Cen-

tennial Exhibit at the Avery Research Center for African
American History and Culture. Filled with the rich history
of the sorority in print and paraphernalia, visitors are able
to see in depth the programming, philanthropy, and reach
of Zeta Phi Beta during their 100 years. The exhibit will be
open to the public upon the Avery’s reopening on January
15, 2020.
Judge Paul Rainey Webber, III Died in October
The Honorable Paul Rainey
Webber, III was born in Gadsden,
SC (January 24, 1934 ~ October 24,
2019) and died here in the Washington; he was 85 years old. His parents, both educators, met at S.C.
State, where Paul spent his formative years. Paul attended South
Carolina State College Lab School
and graduated from Wilkinson
High School (Orangeburg) in
1951. He earned his Bachelor of Arts in political science in
1955 from S.C. State College, his Juris Doctor from S.C.
State School of Law in 1957 and did further study at
Georgetown University and the University of Southern
California.
Paul married Fay DeShields of Atlantic City, NJ, "the love
of his life," and returned to Columbia; where he started his
solo law practice at age 24, while teaching business law at
Allen University. In 1959, Paul relocated to California
where he was offered a position as assistant law librarian
at UCLA. The following year, he joined Golden State Mutual Insurance Company as associate legal counsel. Under
U.S. Attorney General Bobby Kennedy, Paul was appointed
trial attorney for the Antitrust Division of the United States
Justice Department in 1964 and relocated to Washington.
After moving to Washington, he completed his tenure
with the Department of Justice, and held a notable positions as Managing Attorney for the Neighborhood Legal
Services Program, serving during a tumultuous period for
the city that included the 1968 riots. He became a partner
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with Thompson Evans Dolphin and Webber; and his practice served a variety of individuals and companies, and
persons from all walks of life. He represented several highprofile clients, including legendary singer-songwriter Isaac
Hayes and award-winning journalist Tony Brown of the
long-running PBS series "Tony Brown's Journal." During
this same time, he taught at Howard University School of
Communications and later at George Washington University School of Law and Howard Law School.
In 1977, President Jimmy Carter appointed him Judge
of the Superior Court of the District of Columbia. He was
named "Outstanding Trial Judge of the Year" in 1985 by
the Trial Lawyers Association of Metropolitan Washington,
D.C., and in 1996, he was rated "One of the Best Trial
Judges in the Washington Metropolitan Area" by Washingtonian Magazine. Paul became a Senior Judge of the
D.C. Superior Court in 1998 and was inducted into the
National Bar Association Hall of Fame that same year.
Among Paul's many accomplishments are his service as
a board member of the Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies, foundation member and General Counsel
for Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity (a.k.a. the Boulé), member of the
Council for Court Excellence, and National President of the
National Association of Guardsmen, Inc. Widely recognized as a trailblazer in 2007, Paul was interviewed and
included in The HistoryMakers, the preeminent digital archive of African Americans who made a significant impact
on American history. He published his autobiography
"Enjoying the Journey, One Lawyer's Memoir" in 2003. In
addition to his professional career, Paul was a dedicated
member of Grace Episcopal Church, where he cared deeply for his community by preparing food for the homeless
and driving the church van to deliver food to various sites
throughout the city.
Paul is survived by his beloved wife of 62 years Fay
DeShields Webber, his four (4) children, Paul Rainey
Webber IV, Esq. (Roxanne McElvane Webber, Esq.), Dr.
Stephen DeShields Webber, Nikki Webber Allen (Jeffrey
Allen), four grandchildren, great-grands and many nieces,
nephews and extended family members. Funeral Services
were held, Saturday, November 16th at Grace Episcopal
Church on Grace Church Road in Silver Spring, MD.
“I Am Somebody” selected National Film Registry 2019
“I Am Somebody” has been selected as one of five films by the Library of Congress 2019 for preservation in the National Film Registry
for being "culturally, historically, or
aesthetically significant." The 1970
short political documentary by
Madeline Anderson was about the
black hospital workers who went on
strike in Charleston. This was the
first half-hour documentary film by
an African-American woman in the film industry union.
This film is one of the first to link black women and the

fight for civil rights.
The storyline of the film…Four hundred black hospital
and nursing home employees, all but 12 women, organize
for higher pay and unionization for over 100 days in
Charleston, South Carolina. The film follows the efforts of
the strikers as they receive help from Coretta Scott King
and both praise and admonishment from the public, even
capturing the National Guard's arrival to the strikes. The
documentary captures the workers' fight, considered
"...one of the south’s most disruptive and bitter labor confrontations since the 1930s”, for recognition through the
lens of an African-American women, and focuses on striker and mother Claire Brown. With the help of thousands
of inspired protestors, the efforts are ultimately successful.
Liberty Hill Is Being Polished For a Bright Future
In November, the
Metanoia CDC announced a partnership with the Lecque
family of the Liberty
Hill community in
North Charleston that
will help to reshape it.
Metanoia is working
with The Lecque family and Golden Dream LLC to develop
an eight-unit townhouse complex. The Lecques have
agreed to a 50-year lease where the family will maintain
ownership of their historic land and Metanoia will construct the townhouse complex. A groundbreaking ceremony was held November 29th to announce the partnership and to begin the project. The new Golden Dream
apartments will contain a range of one, two, and threebedroom apartments which will all be affordable for lowto-moderate income families.
The historic Liberty Hill Community in North Charleston was settled by four Freedmen during Reconstruction.
One of those families, the Lecque family, still maintains
ownership of property in Liberty Hill. James Lecque, managing member of Golden Dream, LLC said the new venture is a continuation of his great-grandfather William
Lecque’s and three others’ dream of providing homes for
Black families. Lecque, his brother Planty Lecque, Ishmael
Grant and Aaron Middleton in 1861 purchased 112 acres,
subdivided them and sold lots to newly freed Blacks to
form the community they called Liberty Hill.
For the past 168 years, the community has been one of
the area’s most stable communities. But as North Charleston redevelops and gentrification threatens, Liberty Hill
faces challenges as do many traditional Black settlement
communities. Lecque, whose family emerged as a business
leader there, said his family has sought to continue the tradition of independence and entrepreneurship. Changing
economic and social dynamics created a new socioeconomic reality. One that disenfranchises and dislocates
Black communities. Lecque said his family realizes that
what they lack in monetary wealth, they have in land
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wealth. They want to use that wealth in positives ways that
benefit their community. A year ago one parcel was sold to
bring a discount store to the neighborhood. And though
efforts to transform the Montague Avenue traffic artery
into a more community friendly streetscape failed, they
hope to use privately owned properties to assert influence,
Lecque said.
High percentages of heirs and rental properties make
determining land use more difficult, but the community is
working to establish collective consensus. A September
community reunion brought some 500 residents and former residents together to share in their pride. The celebration was highlighted by three days of activities that included a religious program, community dinner and informal
picnic. A room at the nearby newly renovated Amtrak
Train Station designated as the area’s intermodal transportation hub has been dedicated to present Liberty Hill’s history. All that activity means Liberty Hill will slowly redevelop itself, Lecque believes. He’s convinced the community’s three churches – Royal Missionary Baptist and Charity
Missionary Baptist, two of the area’s largest Black congregations, and St. Peters AME Church, North Charleston’s
oldest church – will help anchor that redevelopment. Lecque says he’s encouraged and sees a bright future for one
of North Charleston’s oldest communities.

In July 2019, the U.S. Senate passed a bill giving McGee
an honorary promotion to Brigadier General. It now sits
before the U.S. House for approval and for the president’s
signature.
Monument to Southern African-American Heroes Approved for Fort Jackson’s Centennial Park
The 371st Infantry Regiment WWI Memorial Monument Association is pleased to
announce that the board of the Gateway to
the Army Association has approved placement of a monument to honor the famed
African-American 371st Infantry Regiment
and their comrades who fell in France in
WWI. The monument will be sited within Fort Jackson’s Centennial Park (Columbia,
SC). The 371st Infantry Regiment was
formed at Camp Jackson (now Fort Jackson) in 1917, and,
later, demobilized and deactivated there in 1919. Therefore, it is appropriate that the Regiment be honored at Fort
Jackson.
Of the four African American Combat Regiments, the
371st Infantry Regiment was the only one composed of
southern African-American draftees. They served with
the renowned French 157th ‘Red Hand’ Division, and
came out as heroes. They earned the respect of their battlehardened French comrades and the officers with whom
they served.
Fundraising is ongoing to raise an estimated $292,000 to prepare the site, build, and place the monument in tribute to these brave men. The 371st Infantry
Regiment WWI Memorial Monument Association is a 501
(c)(3) tax-exempt non-profit created with the purpose of
funding and placing a monument to memorialize the service and sacrifice of the 371st Infantry Regiment in WWI.
More details are available at https://
www.371stmonument.org/.
Rice names first African American provost
Rice University (Houston, TX) has promoted its dean of the school of engineering to provost. Reginald DesRoches, the
highest-ranking African American in Rice
history, called his new position “quite significant” - even historical - for a campus
that did not accept its first black undergraduate student until 1965. “In the end,
I want to get in there and do a great job and work with
everybody and make the university greater,” he said. But
“being an inspiration to kids who look like myself who
want to be in academia, I see that as a benefit. … If I can
serve as a role model for them, I think that’s awesome.”
Upon coming to Rice in 2017 as dean of engineering,
DesRoches said Rice’s smaller campus was a departure
from his time teaching at Georgia Tech University’s large
campus in Atlanta. Nonetheless, DesRoches said he “fell in
love with the place,” noting the “outstanding” quality of
students and the exhilarating research taking place at the

~ The Charleston Chronicle

Oldest original Tuskegee Airman turned 100 y.o.
The oldest of nine remaining
Tuskegee Airmen turned 100 years
old on December 7, 2019 in Frederick, MD. Saturday, December 7th
(2019) was also the 78th anniversary
of Pearl Harbor Day. Retired Col.
Charles E. McGee decided to start the
celebration a day early, though, with a
return to the sky by taking a plane ride
out of Frederick Municipal Airport.
The Tuskegee Airmen were the first black military aviators in the U.S. Army Air Corps. The Bethesda, Maryland
native was drafted when he was a sophomore at the University of Illinois and served in the Air Force for 30 years,
who flew a total of 409 combat missions in World War II,
Korea and Vietnam.
In March 1942, McGee was a sophomore at the University of Illinois studying engineering. While at the University of Illinois he was a member of the National Society
of Pershing Rifles. He also became a member of the Tau
chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity. After enlisting in the
U.S. Army on October 26, 1942, he became a part of the
Tuskegee Airmen having earned his pilot's wings, and
graduating from Class 43-F on June 30, 1943.
On March 29, 2007 at a ceremony inside the Rotunda
of the U.S. Capitol, President George W. Bush and the U.S.
Congress collectively awarded the Congressional Gold to
McGee and all other surviving and deceased Tuskegee Airmen. The Congressional Gold Medal, is the nation's highest civilian award.

3

university’s engineering school; the largest school on campus.
DesRoches expanded the engineering school’s faculty by
nearly 20 percent, strengthened collaborations with the
Texas Medical Center, launched the Center for Transforming Data to Knowledge, which provides students immersive learning opportunities with working companies and
community organizations, and led initiatives to boost research and recruiting in China and India. DesRoches also
launched a new data science minor and established an
online master’s program in computer science.
“He is an accomplished scholar and a proven academic
leader. During his years as dean of engineering at Rice, he
has demonstrated in numerous ways that he shares the
high aspirations and values of the university. His commitment to excellence extends to every part of our endeavors,”
Rice President David Leebron said in a written statement.
Born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, and raised in Queens,
N.Y., DesRoches said his interest in “tinkering with things”
led to his love of science and math and, eventually, his decision to pursue a degree in mechanical engineering at the
University of California, Berkeley. He studied structural
engineering and how improved design could help structures perform better in earthquakes. He studied this for
both his master’s and doctorate degrees, at UC-Berkeley,
and is now a nationally recognized expert on earthquake
resilience.
He said he is excited to take over the provost position
July 1st. “I’m really humbled and honored to serve in this
role,” noting that his goals as provost are to expand beyond
the engineering school and to learn and connect with the
broader university. “To create a great impact is what I’m
excited about as well, and to just continue to do the great
things that the university is known for.”

ure makes the federal student aid application process the Free Application for Federal Student Aid - easier by
eliminating up to 22 questions and the process that had
required some students to verify IRS documentation
with the Department of Education in order for aid to be
released.
 The Burke/I.C.S. Ballers hosted their annual Christmas gathering on Saturday, December 22nd at the
Golden Corral Buffet & Grill in the Tanger Outlet
Mall area in North Charleston. The Ballers started
back in the early 1990s at the Sands Hotel/Casino
in Atlantic City, NJ. It started when a couple of
Burke alumni wanting to get together and share
some “ole time stories and friendships.” Later the
group relocated to the Charleston area and grew; it
expanded to include all the peninsula schools, band
members and majorettes. And it is still growing!

 Alonzo

J. Toomer, Jr., a retired
Police Officer in New York City,
died on November 28th in Charleston. Celebration of Life Services
were held on Thursday, December
5th, at Fielding Home for Funerals,
on Logan Street in Charleston. Interment was at St. Peters Catholic Cemetery in North Charleston. Alonzo
graduated from Burke H.S. in the mid–1950s; he is survived by his wife of 56 years, Cecile White Toomer, two
daughters and three grandchildren.

Charleston Club Tattler ~ One liners . . .
 The

Charleston Club’s Holiday Celebration (lunch
buffet) is Saturday, January 11th at the Golden
Corral located at 2800 Crain Highway, in Waldorf, MD. Members are asked to arrive at 12
noon (sharp) since we are required to depart the
private room by 2 p.m.
 Former Charleston Club member, Irene Wright Fields
will be interred alongside her late husband Ret. Col.
Charles E. Fields, Sr. at Arlington National Cemetery on
Tuesday, January 14th, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. Interment
guests are requested to arrive 45 minutes prior to services at the Arlington National Cemetery Administration
Building at 1:15 p.m.
 The U.S. Senate passed the FUTURE Act (Fostering
Undergraduate Talent by Unlocking Resources for
Education) on Dec 5th, the bill strives to permanently fund historically black colleges and universities and minority-serving institutions. Federal (HBCU) funding had expired on October 1st,
2019 and this bill will strengthen HBCUs by
providing them $255 million annually. The meas-

January 2020 Birthdays:
Juanita Wilder - Jan. 2nd ~ Nicole Hagan - Jan. 4th ~ Carl
White - Jan. 4th ~ Aurelia Olverson-Carr - Jan. 5th ~ Lois
G. Pearson - Jan. 6th ~ Karen Champaign - Jan. 8th ~ Marion Rhodes - Jan. 10th ~ Herbert Pittman - Jan. 12th ~ Tony Gaston - Jan. 25th ~ Carolyn Young - Jan. 25th ~ Mildred Green - Jan. 30th.

- The Fly on The Wall !
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