Volume 23, Issue 126

A publication of The Charleston S.C. Club of Washington, D.C. Area

Website: charlestonscclub.org/

Meet Viola Duvall & Nathaniel Stewart
Viola Louise Duvall was born on
June 30, 1919 to Vincent L. Duvall
(military) and Pearl Dunn Duvall in
Charleston. She was named for two
of her mother's sisters who died in the
Spanish flu pandemic of that era. The
family lived at 5 Desportes Court (off
Duncan Street) and Viola attended
Immaculate Conception High School,
maintaining a straight “A” status in
most of her classes; she graduated as salutatorian in the
spring of1937. Later, she would show students, and her
children and grandchildren, her straight-A report cards to
inspire/motivate them. She received a scholarship and
enrolled in Howard University in the Fall of 1937.
While at Howard, Viola continued to grow and in 1938
she was initiated into Alpha Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority (AKA); she remained active throughout her life.
Her last “night out” was spent celebrating her 70th year in
the sorority at its 2008 centennial in Washington. During
her junior year she took political science courses from Dr.
Ralph J. Bunche, Sr.; America’s first black recipient of the
Nobel Peace Prize (1950). She graduated from Howard
University in 1941 with a bachelor’s degree in chemistry.
Her first job was teaching science at Burke High School
in Charleston. While Viola loved the work, she was frustrated because her segregated classes had to make do with
outdated textbooks handed down from the district’s white
students. In response, Mrs. Stewart began a parents’ fundraising drive to provide new books for the students. In
1944, Viola Duvall was in her third year as a science
teacher. She was a graduate of Howard University and her
salary was $600 a year! There were a lot of ladies who
hadn't even gone to high school who were riveters and so
forth working at the Navy Yard there in Charleston making $35 and $40 a week. Hers, when you break it down to
a weekly basis, was $12 a week. The other teachers were
afraid. Viola was asked by the president of the state
NAACP recruited her as the plaintiff. Viola told him that
her friend at Burke High School who were usually assigned to work with her on yard duty at recess time had
stopped having anything to do with her. Most of the
teachers were like that publicly. There were many others
who favored her.
She had been recruited to be the plaintiff in a case to
equalize teachers' salaries in the State of S.C. Due to the
intimidation and fear of losing their job, many teachers
refused to participate in the lawsuit. Ms. Duvall was
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shunned by her fellow teachers and neighbors, who were
fearful to associate with her for the public stand she was
taking. The case went to trial in April 1944. Ms. Duvall
was represented by NAACP Chief Counsel Thurgood Marshall, who was nervous about being in South Carolina for
the first time. The judge on the case was U.S. District Court
Judge Julian Waites Waring, a member of an old Charleston family.
The case didn't have an auspicious beginning, it was
reported that he said, “This is a very simple case, but what I

wanted to find out from the School Board was how long it
knew it was supposed to pay Negro teachers equal salaries
and hadn't paid it. There's no need to take the court's time
on this.'' In less than 15 minutes, without either side mak-
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ing an argument, the case was decided in favor of the
plaintiff, Viola Duvall. As a result of Ms. Duvall's determination and sense of justice, it took just a matter of months
to ensure all of South Carolina's 6,000 black teachers received the same pay as their white counterparts.
However, she didn't remain in Charleston long enough
to enjoy the fruits of her labor. Ms. Duvall met her future
husband, Nathaniel C. Stewart, a second lieutenant with
the Tuskegee Airmen on a blind date in 1945, when he
was stationed in Walterboro, SC. They were married on
August 14, 1945, and later that year moved to his
hometown of Philadelphia (PA) so he could attend pharmacy school. He graduated and went onto become the
first African American department head at Philadelphia
General Hospital as the director of pharmacy services.
Mrs. Stewart took a break from teaching to focus on her
family. She did return to the classroom in 1964, as an intenerate special education instructor serving visually handicapped children around middle and high schools in the
Philadelphia Public School District.
She retired from teaching in 1981.
Nathaniel C. “Nate” Stewart died
April 6, 2000 at the age of 77 in
Philadelphia PA. He was born in Ft.
Motte, SC and served in World War
II as a Tuskegee Airman, with the
rank of Second Lieutenant in 99th
Pursuit Squadron. He served as a
fighter pilot U.S. Army Corps' 553rd Fighter Squadron in
Selfridge, MI, (1942-1946). He later became the first African American to hold a senior position at Philadelphia
General Hospital, as Director of Pharmacy. Nathaniel was
a life-time member of the Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.
Viola Louise Duvall Stewart died of Alzheimer’s on December 14, 2010 at the age of 91 in Burtonsville, MD, she
was a civil-rights pioneer and retired public school teach-

er. She made history in educational justice in Charleston
and the state in 1945, when her equalization pay case became the law. Both of the Stewarts were life-time supporters of the Civil Rights Movement and Dr. Martin L. King,
they attended The 1963 March on Washington and King’s
"I Have A Dream Speech." Both are buried at Chelten Hills
Cemetery in Philadelphia. A Congressional Record was
bestowed in their honor in May 2010, by The Honorable
Congressman James E. Clyburn (D-SC). The Stewarts are
honorees in the State of South Carolina Department of Education African American Calendar for November 2020.
Viola Duvall Stewart was the maternal aunt of Charleston Club member Angela C. Martin.
New $120M, 9-Story Line Street Apartments
A blighted
block at a key
Char le s ton
intersection is
about to undergo a massive overhaul.
Columbus,
Ohio-based
Lifestyle Communities plans to start work in about 60 days on a $120
million, 293-unit apartment project where Interstate 26
terminates at Meeting Street. The new 293-unit apartment development called LC Line Street will break ground
in a couple of months just behind the orange barricades on
Line Street. The older, weathered buildings will be renovated and concentrated at the corner of Line and Meeting
streets as part of the development plan. Lifestyle Communities has paid a combined $22 million to assemble its land
for the project. Last month, it acquired less than an acre
between the former train tracks and Barsa restaurant from
Norfolk Southern Railway for $8.1 million. The exact timing and scope of the second segment of the project has not
been determined, but it could include a building that’s seven to nine stories tall with another 250 apartment units.
Lifestyle’s holdings also include a few small lots on the
south side of Line Street backing up to The Guild apartment building. That property is owned by the parent company of The Post and Courier. “It’s going to look and feel
like it’s been part of the Charleston community for centuries,” Zelina said. “It’s important for us to maintain the
architectural feel of the community.”
In all, about 22,000 square feet of commercial space is
included in the first phase, where about 100 jobs will likely
be created between tenants and the developer’s employees.
The bulk of the residential rental units will be wrapped
around a parking deck with an entrance off Line Street.
Monthly rental rates have not been established, but Zelina
said they will be comparable to nearby developments such
as The Guild, where apartment rents start at $1,700.
Black History Month Dinner and Awards Ceremony
The S.C. Commission for Minority Affairs will celebrate

Black History Month with a dinner and awards ceremony on Friday, February 7th, at the Brookland
Banquet & Conference Center,
1066 Sunset Blvd., West Columbia, S.C. Dr. Bernard E. Powers Jr.,
interim chief executive officer and
president of the International African American Museum (IAAM) in
Charleston, will be the keynote speaker.
The annual celebration will also include Civil Rights
activist and former member of the S.C. House of Representatives Mr. James L. Felder; the Center for Learning Children’s Choir; Gullah artist Aunt Pearlie Sue (Anita Singleton-Prather); Allen University’s Jazz Band; and Spring Valley High School JROTC. WCBDTV anchor Octavia Mitchell will serve as the mistress of ceremonies.
Powers has worked in higher education for approximately forty years. For twenty-six years, he was a professor of history at the College of Charleston teaching courses
in American, African American, and African diasporic history. In 2018, he became the College’s founding director
for the Center for the Study of Slavery in Charleston. Powers is a co-author of “We Are Charleston: Tragedy and Triumph at Mother Emanuel,” which contextualizes the city’s
racially motivated murders of 2015. Admission for the
black tie optional dinner is $25 per person.
Avery Research Center Reopens in Charleston
After being closed for two
years, the Avery Research Center for African American History and Culture at the College of
Charleston reopened in January
following extensive structural
renovations. An open house
and grand opening event took
place on Wednesday, Jan. 15th .
Originally constructed in 1867
as the Avery Normal Institute,
the first accredited secondary
school for African Americans in
Charleston, the 153-year-old building, which is located a
few blocks west of campus on Bull Street, underwent a
major, $2.3 million renovation. In 1985, the alumni of the
Avery Normal Institute formed the Avery Institute of AfroAmerican History and Culture. In addition to permanent
exhibits highlighting African American culture and history, the center houses a variety of historical documents and
artifacts available to researchers including approximately
200 manuscripts, more than 4,000 photographs and hundreds of reels of microfilm, VHS tapes, clipping files and
digital formats.
To mark its reopening, the Avery is hosting a series of
new exhibits beginning on Jan. 15, including: Since 1920:
Zeta Phi Beta Centennial; The Water Keeps Rising; and The
African Origins of Mathematics. The center (843-9532 7609) is open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5

p.m. and is free to the public.
USS Doris Miller (CVN 81) Naming Ceremony
Acting Secretary of the Navy
Thomas B. Modly
named a future
Gerald R. Fordclass aircraft carrier in honor of
World War II hero Ship’s Cook
Third Class Doris Miller during a ceremony in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on Jan. 20th. The announcement was made at
a Martin Luther King Jr. Day ceremony, highlighting the
contributions of African Americans to the greatest generation.
This will be the second ship named in honor of Miller,
and the first aircraft carrier ever named for an African
American. This will also be the first aircraft carrier to be
named in honor of a Sailor for actions while serving in the
enlisted ranks. “In selecting this name, we honor the contributions of all our enlisted ranks, past and present, men
and women, of every race, religion and background,” said
Modly. “Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. observed, ‘Everybody
can be great - because anybody can serve’. No one understands the importance and true meaning of service than
those who have volunteered to put the needs of others
above themselves.”
On Dec. 7, 1941, Miller was collecting laundry on the
battleship West Virginia (BB-48), when the attack from
Japanese forces commenced. When the alarm for general
quarters sounded he headed for his battle station, an antiaircraft battery magazine, only to discover that torpedo
damage had wrecked it. Miller was ordered to the ship’s
bridge to aid the mortally wounded commanding officer,
and subsequently manned a .50 caliber Browning antiaircraft machine gun until he ran out of ammunition.
Miller then helped move many other injured Sailors as the
ship was ordered abandoned due to her own fires and
flaming oil floating down from the destroyed Arizona (BB33). West Virginia lost 150 of its 1,500 person crew. Miller’s actions during the attack earned him a commendation
from then Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox and the Navy
Cross, which was presented to him personally by Adm.
Chester Nimitz, commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet at the
time. “Doris Miller stood for everything that is good about
our nation, and his story deserves to be remembered and
repeated wherever our people continue the watch today,”
said Modly.
In 1943, Miller died aboard USS Liscome Bay (CVE 56)
when the ship was hit by a torpedo and sank off Butaritari
Atoll in the Gilbert Islands. The future USS Doris Miller
and other Ford-class carriers will be the premier forward
asset for crisis response and humanitarian relief, and early
decisive striking power in a major combat operations
throughout its 50-year service life.

Allen University Memorializes the Emanuel Nine

Allen University held a ground-breaking ceremony on
January 21st for the Good Samaritan-Waverly Hospital
that will include a permanent memorial for the Emanuel
Nine. The Good Samaritan-Waverly Hospital was one of
only a few hospitals to serve Columbia’s African-American
community during the segregation era operating from
1952-1973. Listed on the National, State, and City Register
of Historic Places, it was the only training facility exclusively for black nurses in Columbia.
Along with the forward-looking and innovated programs to be housed in Waverly, the addition will be a permanent memorial to the Emanuel Nine, the nine individuals who tragically lost their lives on June 17, 2015 when a
gunman entered Mother Emanuel A.M.E. Church in
Charleston during an evening prayer service. Among
those individuals murdered were state Senator Clementa
Pinckney, pastor of Emanuel A.M.E. Church and a 1995
graduate of Allen University. Two other victims from this
incident were also Allen University graduates, Reverend
Daniel Simmons 1967 and Tywanza Sanders 2014.
The renovated and expanded facility will also host the
Institute on Civility, the newly approved School of Education, the Dickerson-Green Theological Seminary, and a
number of museum and exhibition spaces. “This will be a
transformational project for the campus, the community,
and the city” said President Ernest McNealey. “It will celebrate the lives and legacies of brave and committed people
who served the greater good, while at the same time prepare a new generation of students and citizens who will
follow similar paths.”
Charleston Club Tattler ~ One liners . . .

 Former President Barack Obama and first lady Michelle

Obama are up for an Oscar on February 9th at the 92nd
Academy Awards on ABC. This is their first Netflix film,
adding to a growing list of award nods since leaving the
White House. The film “American Factory” produced by
the Obamas’ production company Higher Ground is
nominated for best documentary feature.
 African-Americans are 40% of the Nation’s Homeless
Population (TriceEdneyWire.com). The total number of
homeless is 567,715 and 40% or 225, 735 are AfricanAmerican, although only 13 percent of the nation’s population is Black, according to “The 2019 Annual Homeless Assessment Report to Congress.” The numbers are
based on “Point-In-Time Estimates of Homelessness”
taken one night in January 2020. The Point-In-Time
Estimates reported that 27 percent of the 56,381 who
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were unsheltered were Black. Unsheltered homeless
means they are sleeping in cars, on the streets or in parks
or on buses, subways and elevated trains.
 S.C. State is honoring one of its alumna, the late Dr. Emily England Clyburn, by naming its Honors College after
her on Jan. 22nd at the Clyburn Scholars Induction Ceremony. Mrs. Clyburn was a librarian, activist, philanthropist, trailblazer and the wife (right hand) of House
Majority Whip James Clyburn. She fought for civil
rights and education for everyone. At the ceremony six
students from SC State were formally inducted as Emily
England Clyburn Honors College Scholars. U.S. Representative Clyburn and family were in attendance for the
event, along with university faculty and staff. The ceremony was held at the SC State Fine Arts Building.
 The 24th Annual Hilton Head Island Gullah Celebration
and Festival will occur throughout the month of February 2020. The annual celebration will reprise their
award-winning Gullah Market, Paint and Sips and Arts
Ob We People Exhibit and Sale. New features for this
year’s celebration include the featured artwork “Two
Pounds” by artist and educator Alvin Glenn and Gullah
Tales and Songs with Ron Daise. Tickets for the Hilton
Head Island Gullah Celebration are available
on gullahcelebration.com.

were integrated in the mid-1960s;
and Michael completed his education at Bishop England High School;
Class of 1967. Michael returned to
his heavenly home on Jan. 15, at the
age of 70. His devotion to his family
and his firm belief in God supported
him in his struggle and ultimately
gave him peace.
Michael attended Shaw University in Raleigh, NC and
graduated with his Bachelor’s Degree. While at Shaw,
Michael became impressed with the goals and aspirations
of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity (ΦΒΣ) and became an enthusiastic and devoted “life-long member.” He embodied the
spirit of the Sigma’s motto of being “a part of” the general
community rather than “apart from” the general community. Michael McKinney truly believed that everyone
should be judged by his own merits, rather than his family
background or affluence. His fraternity existed as part of
an even greater brotherhood which would be devoted to
the “inclusive we” rather than the “exclusive we.”
Michael entered the Gammon Theological Seminary in
Atlanta, GA (founded in 1883 by the Methodist Episcopal
Church; it is The United Methodist component of a consortium of six historical African American theological
schools). There he became an ordained minister and obtained his masters of divinity degree (M.Div.). He continued his life’s journey with a Ph.D. from The International
Outreach School of Religion.
Rev. Dr. Michael A.H. McKinney was an ordained Elder in the United Methodist Church and served as pastor
of numerous churches for over 25+ years. His last appointment was the Mt. Zion/Fowlers United Methodist
Charge in Annapolis, MD; it was during these years that
he became an active member of The Charleston Club; he
retired in 2011. Michael was an educator at heart. After
retirement he loved working with students, particularly at
District Heights Elementary and Potomac H.S. where he
was the golf coach. He and Beverly loved to travel and he
always had to carry his golf clubs wherever he went.
Michael is survived by his beloved wife, Beverly Spencer McKinney, sons Michael, Charlton, Kyle, and stepson
Patrick Rollins. Sisters Arnelle Grant (Joseph) and Carla
McKinney Griffith from Charleston; four grandchildren;
as well as many family and friends. Celebration of Life
services were held January 23rd at the Westphalia United
Methodist Church in Upper Marlboro, MD. Interment
was in Kings Mountain, NC.

 Stephanie

Williams Reed, the sister
of Charleston Club member Norma
McKayhan entered into eternal rest
on Friday, January 3, 2020 in
Charleston; she was 53 years old.
Stephanie was born in Charleston on
November 18th, 1966 and the family
lived on Fishburne Street near Coming Street. The family
lived in mid-city and Stephanie graduated from Burke
High School in the class of 1984. Stephanie married her
beloved husband, William Reed, Sr. and the family purchased a home in Goose Creek. She was employed with
Charleston County School System for many years. When
illness came her way, Stephanie waged a valiant battle until the end. Rest in Heavenly Peace...AMEN ! ! !
Stephanie Reed is survived by her beloved husband,
Darryl Reed, Sr.; three children, Brittany, Paige, and Darryl
Reed, Jr.; and four grandchildren. And a host of loving
family and friends. Celebration of Life Services were held
Thursday, January 9th at the First Baptist Church of James
Island, on Camp Road, James Island, SC. Interment at Carolina Memorial Gardens in North Charleston.
 Rev. Dr. Michael Arnold Harrington McKinney was
born on May 2, 1949 in Charleston to the late Arnold H.
McKinney and Suzie R. McKinney. The family lived on
Larnes Street (between Ashley and Rutledge Avenues). He
received his elementary and mid-school education at Immaculate Conception School on Coming St As he entered
his high school years, he continued his education at Immaculate Conception until all of the Charleston schools

February 2020 Birthdays:
Arnette White-Cobb - Feb 4th ~ Ralph McNeill - Feb 9th ~
Mary Lou Palmer - Feb 10th ~ Rosalie Randall - Feb 13th ~
Bernice Johnson - Feb 18th ~ Brenda Owens - Feb 25th.
- The Fly on The Wall !
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