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James Eber Campbell – A Civil Rights Giant Dies
Mr. James Eber Campbell,
entered into eternal rest on Friday, January 29th in Charleston;
he was 95 years old. Jim was
known as a true scholar, lifelong
educator, activist, griot, and friend
to Charleston’s Avery Research
Center for African American History and Culture. He dedicated
his life to the fight for justice and
knew his work was to build upon
the work of those who came before him and encourage the next generations to continue
said work in the spirit of Sankofa. Mr. Campbell was a
trailblazer. He fought for this country in World War II in
the all-Black 52nd Montford Point Marine Defense Battalion. It was the Marines' first black recruits received basic
training at the segregated Montford Point Base adjacent to
Camp Lejeune. After completion of his military obligation,
he entered Morgan State College in Baltimore, MD under
the GI Bill (Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944), with a
major in English and minor in Theatre.
Campbell thoroughly enjoyed his colligate career; it was
the beginning of his “autodidactic” (self-teaching/selftaught) thinking. He recognized his fight for liberty and
justice for all would not end overseas and continued the
battle on the home front by becoming an educator, imparting his wisdom to thousands of students from Harlem,
Charleston, and abroad in Tanzania. His mission was to
train students to think critically and to examine the state of
our nation through a global lens. Mr. Campbell became a
scholar-activist. He often theorized on dialectical materialism, systemic racism, and how the fight for equity began
with the grassroots. He often talked about his time in Harlem with Jack Odell, Bayard Rustin, Malcolm X, and James
Baldwin. Mr. Campbell also discussed his organizing with
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC),
hospital workers, the International Longshoremen’s Association. He taught young activists to be organizers, impressing upon them that the fight to dismantle deep-rooted
systems needed to be methodical, intentional, and based in
action. He knew that movement building required research and he made his work accessible to all by donating
his collection to the Avery Research Center.
To the Avery Research Center, Mr. Campbell was more
than just a donor. He was a friend, an advocate for the
scholarship and programming Avery produced and sung
Avery’s praise in any forum he could. He gave his constructive criticism and always grounded Avery in their
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mission; he always gave
thought-provoking conversations, laughs, and constant
encouragement to stay the
course. While we were
closed for renovations, we
received constant check-ins
to ensure we would reopen.
He understood that the Avery
Research Center’s importance
and the significance, was
having strong leadership and
staff. When Avery had the
opportunity to name their
Social Justice Awards, it was with little hesitation he accepted; to keep his legacy alive for generations to come.
Amanda Gorman Performs Poem at Super Bowl
Without a doubt, Amanda
Gorman was a surprise and a
big hit at President Joseph R.
Biden’s inauguration in January. Well the gifted 22 yearold did it again! Ahead of the
kick-off, she became the first
poet to perform for the Super
Bowl, honoring the frontline
workers who have worked
tirelessly amid the coronavirus pandemic. “Today we

honor our three captains for
their actions and impact in a
time of uncertainty and need,” the poet said. “They've taken the lead, exceeding all expectations and limitations, uplifting their communities and neighbors as leaders, healers
and educators.” The poem celebrated the three captains
chosen to take part in the coin toss, Los Angeles teacher
Trimaine Davis, nurse Suzie Dorner and U.S. Marine
Corps veteran James Martin. Gorman's performance came
two weeks after she experienced nationwide recognition
following her poem recitation at President Biden's inauguration. Amanda Gorman Is Here to Stay: “I Am Not Lightning That

StrikesOnce.”
Move over Robert Frost and Maya Angelou, there’s a
new “kid” on the block! The 22-year-old referenced everything from Biblical scripture to “Hamilton,” and at times
echoed the oratory of John F. Kennedy and the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. With urgency and assertion she began by
asking “Where can we find light…In this never-ending
shade?” and used her own poetry and life story as an an1 swer. The poem’s very title, “The Hill We Climb,” suggest-

ed both labor and transcendence.
Amanda Gorman was born in Los Angeles, in
1998. She was raised by her single mother, Joan Wicks, a
6th-grade English teacher in Watts, with her two siblings. She has a twin sister, Gabrielle, who is an activist and filmmaker. Gorman has said she grew up in an
environment with limited television access. She has described her young self as a “weird child” who enjoyed
reading and writing and was encouraged by her mother.
Amanda has an auditory processing disorder and is hypersensitive to sound. She also had a speech impediment during childhood. Gorman participated in speech
therapy during her childhood and wrote in 2018,
“Gorman doesn't view her speech impediment as a crutch
rather, she sees it as a gift and a strength. I always saw it
as a strength because since I was experiencing these obstacles in terms of my auditory and vocal skills, I became really good at reading and writing.” In 2021, Gorman
told CBS This Morning that she used songs as a form of
speech therapy, and explained, “My favorite thing to practice was the song 'Aaron Burr, Sir,' from Hamilton because
it is jam-packed with “R's.” And I said, 'if I can keep up
with Leslie in this track, then I am on my way to being able
to say this “R” in a poem.” Gorman attended New Roads, a
private school in Santa Monica. As a senior, she received
a Milken Family Foundation college scholarship. She studied sociology at Harvard College, graduating cum laude in
2020 and member of Phi Beta Kappa. Amanda’s 2 books
are scheduled for released this spring; and are on Amazon’s best-sellers #1 & #2.
Her twin sister, Gabrielle Gorman is a 2020 graduate
(also cum laude) of UCLA's School of Film and Television
where she concentrated in screenwriting. She combines
her love of digital storytelling, entrepreneurship, and social
good to promote positive change. In 2016, she was selected to be an official Shondaland Shadowee, on the sets of
“Scandal” and “How To Get Away with Murder,” named
one of the seven top filmmakers in the U.S. by the National
Young Arts Foundation and honored with a U.S. Presidential Scholar in the Arts nomination and Aaron Sorkin Writing Award. In 2019, she directed a short documentary, Mr. Ewing, for Amazon Fire TV about a 99-year-old
English teacher and WWII veteran. That summer, Gorman was a Digital Marketing Intern at shoe company
TOMS and with other companies and nonprofits.
Rosalind Brewer CEO of Walgreens in March 2021
Rosalind (Roz) Gates Brewer will
be the second African American female executive to head up a Fortune
500 on March 15th. Brewer, 59,
a Detroit native, attended Cass Technical High School in Detroit. She
completed her undergraduate education at Spelman College, where
she earned a bachelor's degree in
chemistry and became a member of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.;
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class of 1984. She then graduated from the University of
Chicago Booth School of Business/Stanford Law School,
and attended an advanced management program at The
Wharton School of the University of PA. She is listed as
the 64th most powerful woman in the world by Forbes and
one of the 50 most Powerful Women by Fortune.
Brewer had a 22-year career at Kimberly-Clark Corp;
as a scientist, and became vice president of the Global
Nonwovens Sector in 2004. Brewer's career with
Walmart began in 2006 with her position as regional vice
president over operations in Georgia. Then she became the
division president of Walmart's Southeast market, then
president of Walmart East. In 2012, Brewer was named
President and CEO of Sam's Club, becoming the first African American to lead a Walmart division. Known as a
hard-working executive, she is likely to change some layout and content of Walgreens in the U.S.
The drug store industry has gone beyond selling medications and related products and taken over some of the
assortments traditionally found in five and dime stores.
While their prescription departments are a key attraction,
growth has been supported by expanding their product
lines over the years.
Brewer is also unique in the history of Walgreens because she is black and a woman. Walgreens history of
CEOs has been white and male. Walgreens is the largest
drugstore chain in the U.S. with more than 9,000 drugstores in all 50 states. Nearly 80% of the U.S. population
lives within five miles of a Walgreens. Brewer is married
to John Brewer and the couple have two children.
Walmart Rewards Principal Henry Darby $50K
North Charleston High School
principal’s dedication to his students has garnered him warranted praise and support from his
community and a major big
name retailer. Henry Darby,
principal at North Charleston
High School and 4th district city
councilmember, took on a third job at a local Walmart to
ease his students’ families’ financial burdens. The dedicated educator works the overnight shift at the mega-retailer
to help raise money for students in need, the Today
Show reported. According to the morning show, 90% of
the students at his school live below the poverty level. Darby also does wellness checks on his students on the weekends. “I get emotional because when you’ve got children,
you’ve heard slept under a bridge, or a former student and
her child are sleeping in a car. I wasn’t going to say no,”
Darby expressed in tears during an interview on the Today
Show. “At my age, we don’t ask for money; we just don’t.”
“You just go ahead and do what you need to do.”
Initially, Darby didn’t disclose that he was already
working three jobs with anyone ~ not even his manager at
Walmart. And he didn’t expect to go viral over his actions.
According to the morning show, Walmart wanted to recognize Darby for his acts of kindness and generosity. The

retailer reached out to the television program, and producers contacted the humble man to feature him. “It leaked
out, and this is beyond my greatest imagination,” he said.
Darby acknowledged his mom for his sense of duty and
explained that she taught him how to be of service to others without expecting reciprocity. Because of his selfless
work on behalf of the students at North Charleston High
School, Walmart coordinated a surprise for the unsuspecting principal the company presented him with a $50,000
check on air. “You’re awesome, and we appreciate you
here at Walmart for all that you’re doing to support your
community,” his manager told him during the segment.
“I’m speechless,” Darby replied. “Thank you so very
much. This is going to go a very, very long way.”
According to his bio, the father of three daughters
(Florrie, Jacinta, and Nailah) is also the founder of Citizens
Patrol Against Drugs (CPAD). The organization patrolled
the Liberty Hill section of the city to curtail the sale of illegal
drugs. The program was so successful that it reported no
drug-related deaths for 11 years after the CPAD ended its
patrol. The CPAD’s tactics were studied by three law enforcement agencies in South Carolina. It also spanned the
patrol to five other communities in the city where drugs
were rampant.
Councilmen Darby attended Liberty Hill Elementary
School in his youth, and Bonds-Wilson High School in the
late 1960s. He received his B.A. from Morris College in
Sumter, SC (1975) and advanced degrees from Atlanta
University in Atlanta, GA (1985) and The Citadel Charleston (2007).
Home-Girls Running for Higher Officers
Sharon D. Wigfall,
(S.C. State ’1979) is
running for President
of the South Carolina
State University National Alumni Association (SCSUNAA). She
is a Life Member of
SCSUNAA; and is currently the 1st Vice
President (2019 – ) of SCSUNAA. From 2017-2019 she
served as 2nd Vice President; and Sharon was the 2010
SCSUNAA Queen. In addition she has served as Young
Alumnus of the Year in 1995; the Home Economics graduate has her Masters in Home Economics from University
of North Carolina-Greensboro (1982) and is now a retired
educator.
Sharon has a Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/swigfall79 and a website https://
swigfall5568.wixsite.com/my-site …Stay Bulldog Strong!
Pamela Gilliard Thompson, (S.C. State ’78) is a candidate for Corresponding Secretary of the SCSUNAA. She is
a Life Member of SCSUNAA; and is currently the Recording Secretary (2017-2019) and past Corresponding Secretary (2013-2017). She is a member of the Central Virginia Alumni Chapter (Richmond-Petersburg Chapter) of
SCSUNAA. Pamela Gilliard Thompson is a Business Ad- 3

ministration graduate (1978) of South Carolina State and
is Executive Administrative Assistant for the Richmond Redevelopment and Housing Authority; Pam is well qualified
and solicits your vote when the April ‘21 balloting begins.
Jasmine Twitty, Youngest Judge in South Carolina
Meet Jasmine Twitty, at 31 she is
the youngest judge to be appointed or
elected in Easley, SC (15 miles southwest of Greenville), and one of the
youngest judges ever in the history of
the United States. Twitty was born on
Dec. 4, 1989 in Greenville. She attended St. Anthony Catholic School
and graduated from J.L. Mann High
School in Easley in 2007. Twitty graduated from the College of Charleston in 2010, with her BA
in Political Science. Her first job was as a Night Clerk in the
Greenville Bond court. In 2011, she decided she wanted to
become a judge and set her mind towards obtaining her
goal. In South Carolina, summary court judges are appointed and are not required to have a law degree. The
city council is the governing body that appoints judges for
the municipal court. She completed a training course and
passed a certification exam. In August 2015, Twitty was
selected as an Associate Judge of the municipal court for
the city of Easley; she was 25. She was required to take
continuing education courses and be re-certified every
eight years.
Twitty has been recognized by The Wall Street Journal, Essence, Glamour, Amy Poehler Smart Girls, Mental
Floss, and numerous media outlets as an outstanding
young leader. She has been named Future International
Trailblazer, S.C. Top 20 Under 40, and Urban League of
the Upstate Volunteer of the Year. She lives in Simpsonville, SC and enjoys mentoring and speaking with youth at
schools across the United States.
Charleston Club Tattler ~ One liners . . .
1. The March 13th 2021 Charleston Club meeting will
probably be our last Zoom meeting; look for an e-mail
concerning meeting details soon.
2. Voting rights activist Stacey Y. Abrams, whose advocacy
is credited with Georgia’s win for President Joe Biden in
the 2020 election and for both of the state’s new Democratic senators (Sen. Jon Ossoff and Sen. Raphael
Warnock), has been nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize.
3. Charleston Club President-Emeritus Ned Edward Felder
was featured (1 of 7) in the South Carolina State Alumni’s Black History Moment Week 1-SC State Figures.
Gladys Seabrook Wilson passes at age 90
On January 21, 2021, the Charleston community bid a
fond farewell to native Charlestonian, Mrs. Gladys Mildred
Seabrook Wilson. Mrs. Wilson was the Aunt of Charleston
Club member Hon. N. Denise Wilson-Taylor and sister-inlaw of Hazel L. Seaberry. Mrs. Wilson is the widow of the
late Dr. Decatur Ward Wilson. Dr. D. Ward Wilson was

the owner of Wilson’s Pharmacy
and Dee Dex Snack Bar on Spring
Street. Later, Dr. Wilson was the
owner of Wilson and Associates
Developers, a Development Company which invariably provided
affordable housing for low income
residents in the Charleston area.
Mrs. Wilson graduated from S.C.
State College (now University) in
the mid-1950s and taught at Buist
Elementary School (Calhoun Street) for many years. She
was the consummate teacher’s teacher and over the years,
well after retirement, she often heard from many of her
students who thanked her for her guidance and nurturing
during their formative years. Mrs. Wilson was known for
her impeccable fashion style and superb cooking skills.
She loved traveling and spending quality time with her
family. She was a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority
and a lifelong member of Morris Brown A.M.E. Church.
Mrs. Wilson and her life partner raised three childrenDecatur Ward Wilson, II (Cheryl), Dexter Norman Wilson
(Rene) and Dr. Lynette Wilson-Phillips (Jonathan).
In addition to her children, Mrs. Wilson is survived by
her brother, Dr. Luther Seabrook, and her sister, Evelyn
(Thelma) Gordon. She is also survived by seven grandchildren and five great grandchildren.
Robert “Bobby” Smalls Dies
at Age 78
Robert (Bobby) Lonnie Smalls,
Sr. entered into eternal rest on
Thursday, January 28th at Roper/St.
Francis Hospital in Charleston; he
was 78 years old. Bobby was the
husband of the late Benita Brooks
Smalls, who died three weeks earlier on Jan. 10, 2021. The couple
would have been married 57 years
on February 1st 2021. He was preceded in death by his
parents, Abraham Smalls and Lucille Randolph Smalls.
Survivors include a daughter, Kimberly Smalls Rivers
(Joseph E.), three grandchildren: Kristyn, Kolby and Kennedy. Bobby Smalls was a 1st cousin of Charleston Club
president, Leroy C. Latten.
Bobby Smalls was that rare son of Charleston who was
both quiet and a true gentleman. Friends often said, they
truly never heard him attack or publicly argue with anyone. He was extremely considerate of others feelings; his
dignity would not permit him to get into a public altercation. Everyone would agree, if you wanted to know about
Robert (Bobby) Smalls, Sr…these (same) three things
would have to be included; 1) Family-Man, 2) Loved to
entertain family and friends, 3) and always well dressed!
Years ago, Smalls retired as a cargo inspector at the S.C.
State Ports Authority and his work in the transportation
department at The Post and Courier. As for his being “well
dressed;” it started when he was in high school at Burke; 4
he may not have been voted “best dressed” in his Senior

Class Yearbook ‘61, but most certainly would have been in
the running. In the 80s he worked at Venning’s Mens
Wear on King Street, on Saturday mornings. Not for the
money; he was always encouraging a friend’s endeavor!
Bobby loved to entertain family and friends; years ago,
he and Benita took a Caribbean Cruise, the main Port of
Call was Jamaica…they knew about Bob Marley (and
reggae music), but he had no idea that he would enjoy
cruising so well. That Jamaica cruise made him realize
that cruises were the way to go. It was not unusual for
them to “lay-over” in Miami for a few days at the completion of a cruise. They enjoyed traveling on cruises and
their frequent trips to Atlanta. Early in their marriage
(60s/70s), Pokeno Parties at their home may have been
the thing; then came an old favorite; bid whist! Both of
them became venerable whist player; neither liked losing
or not being able to run a Boston on opponents. It was at
one of these nights that the Thursday night “Lima Beans
Diners” became his specialty! Lima Beans on Thursdays…best Lima Beans in town! Holiday weekend trips to
Hilton Head Island became a common routine. Around
2015 he and a few of his “home-boys” decided that they
wanted to rekindle their 1960s’ style Christmas Party/
Reunion affair, so he initiated the conversations and the
Carolina Group Christmas Party was formed. County Hall
was no longer available, so they had to find another venue
that was large enough to accommodate ALL of their
friends from the “good ole-days!” Bobby was a big proponent of “an ALL Charleston Christmas Reunion/Party!”
Bobby Smalls; his ultimate gift…“Doting FamilyMan”…that was Robert (Bobby) Smalls, Sr. Some would
say, he was truly a doting Family Man; he was doting
(excessively fond/loved) about his wife, Benita; his children (Kim & Abe); and when the grandchildren (Kristyn,
Kolby and Kennedy) came along…he took it to a new level! If someone in the family wanted or needed something…Bobby Smalls made sure it happened! He was a
native Charlestonian with a home-town spirit…you could
always count on Bobby Smalls to be in your corner!

Giants of
our
times...
2-5-1934 ~ 1-22-2021

12-19-1924 ~ 1-28-2021

March 2021 Birthdays:
Sandra D. McNeill -Mar. 2nd~Clarence Dudley - Mar. 7th
~Mary Wade-Mar. 10th~Vonda Fields -Mar. 12th ~
Audrey Dudley-Mar. 16th ~Ethel Bothuel-Mar. 18th ~
James Gilliard-Mar. 20th~Mignon Clyburn -Mar. 22nd ~
Kenneth Brown -Mar. 23rd.
- The Fly on The Wall !

