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The Midnight Mayor of Charleston, SC
May 9, 1913 was
the date he was born, he
was not born into great
wealth, but died a very
prosperous and influential man in the city of
Charleston. His name,
Henry Wilmot Smith,
people called him “the
mid-night Mayor.” He
started and owned Safety Cab Company in the
1940s, then his was one
of the first black gasoline
stations in the city…
Henry’s ESSO Gas Station at Fishburne and
Ashley Ave., then there
was the Shell Gas Station on Coming St. at Cannon. [The
Robert F. Morrison's Esso Station (M&H Esso Dealers) at
179 Coming Street was said to be the first; it opened in
1938.] And, there was Henry’s Liquor store on President
at Line Streets. You may not have known him personally,
but you knew of him… East-side or West-side of the city
everyone knew his name. The Henry Smith Shows at
County Hall in the 50s and 60s, were legendary and truly major events in the mid-20th century in Charleston.
In preparation of what would have been his 100th
birthday celebration in May 2013, his daughter, Dr. Maxine Smith started collecting of those who knew her father.
The little things and the big things Henry Smith did for
them. The Midnight Mayor of Charleston, South Caroli-

na (The Henry Smith Story / May 9, 1913 - April 13,
1995) - is the collection of memories from his daughter,
Dr. Maxine Smith, business associates, community leaders,
family and friends; it will be published in May 2021.
The contents include memories of others in six chapters: segregation, business, influence, family, friendship,
and mentorship. There is also a photo gallery and a section
with memories of those who saw many African American
entertainers perform at County Hall. Newspaper clippings
from The Post and Courier and The Charleston Evening
Post show ads from the 50s/60s "Henry Smith Presents."
Maxine started her journey writing about her father
and interviewing more than 90 persons for the book in
2012. Her work was interrupted after the June 17, 2015
church massacre of nine members of Mother Emanuel
A.M.E. Church. Dr. Smith served as the public relations
liaison, handling communications with the media for fam-
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ilies of the victims, survivors and church members.
Professor Damon L. Fordham, an adjunct faculty member at The Citadel says "The phenomenon of a 'midnight
mayor,' a black man who took care of the social and political needs of his community at a time when few could vote
or had any legitimate political power, is an interesting one,
but it was not uncommon during Henry Smith's lifetime. It
is safe to say that each Southern city of size during the Jim
Crow era had a black person who was able to speak for
and manage the affairs of the African American neighborhoods. Henry Smith's biography is important in preserving
one such story.
The Midnight Mayor of Charleston, South Carolina is
being published by Home House Press in Charleston. It
will be available for sale at Amazon.com in May 2021.
The story behind this “self-made man/entrepreneur;”… a

small amount of capital, a strong work ethic and persistence…The Henry Smith Story!
Some of the people from the Washington area who are
in the book include: Dr. Jennie Chaplin, Lanard Geddings,
Gerald Hamilton, Leroy "Bobby" Palmer, and The Honorable N. Denise Wilson-Taylor. The foreword to the book
was written by The Honorable Joseph P. Riley, Jr. former
mayor of the city of Charleston from 1975 to 2016.
Charleston’s Martha Lou
Gadsden Dies at 91
Martha Lou Gadsden, Southern
soul food matriarch and owner of
the iconic Martha Lou’s Kitchen,
died Thursday, April 1st at her
home in Charleston; she was 91
years old. Gadsden, the mother of
nine, worked in the restaurant industry for years before opening
Martha Lou’s Kitchen, a bright
pink, converted service station that served no-frills Southern fare such as fried chicken, pork chops, lima beans,
cornbread and more. She led the Morrison Drive restaurant for 37 years, before permanently closing its doors in
September 2020. Gadsden recovered from COVID-19
and heart surgery in 2020, and celebrated her 91st birthday on Saturday, March 27th this year.
“I was a bus girl at a restaurant on Spring Street growing
up and became the cook there.” The acclaimed chef was
featured many times on the Food Network, and in The
New York Times. Plans for the 1068 Morrison Dr. space
that used to house Gadsden’s restaurant and her portrait
that was hand-painted on the side of the building have not
been announced, but a September 2020 Post and Couri1 er story reported the landmark building would be demol-

ished. The property, which Gadsden rented, was
sold in Oct. 2020
for $2 million.
Martha Lou
Simmons
was
born in Charleston in March,
1930, to Joseph and Lillie Mae Simmons. Her father died
when she was 5. Her mother stayed in Charleston to work
and sent Martha Lou and her two siblings to live with their
grandparents in Manning.
Morris Street Business District
The Preservation Society
of Charleston
recently published in April,
the
Morris
Street Business
District digital
exhibit which
is now LIVE via the Lowcountry Digital History Initiative! Building by building, this virtual exhibit
illuminates Charleston’s complex racial and social
history through the lens of Morris Street, where
generations of Black and immigrant families created one of the largest and most vibrant commercial
corridors in the city. You will explore Charleston’s
history through these lens of the Morris Street Business
District. Established just before the Civil War, the neighborhoods around the Morris Street Business District were
home to free and enslaved Black people as well as multiple
waves of immigrants from Europe and Asia. From 1850 to
the present, this exhibit illuminates the complex history of
this often-overlooked yet essential part of the city, as it
maps over one hundred years of the district's history,
building by building, for your exploration. Explore the
exhibit sections spanning more than 200 years of Morris
Street’s history and an interactive map that provides a closer look at the individual structures and stories that comprise this important district. Morris Street Business District
· Lowcountry Digital History Initiative (cofc.edu)
Twins Just Celebrated Their 100th Birthday
A birthday to remember! A century ago, twins Evelyn
Lowe and Elaine Foster were born on March 31st 1921. In
April, their families gathered for a special socially distanced
celebration in Bowie, MD. Foster's granddaughter, Cheri
Kidd, spoke... and said the birthday celebrants were doing
great. “My grandma said how important it was to eat bacon and eggs every morning, and drinking beer and sangria helps keep you healthy and live longer.”
Living a long life isn’t new to the twins, as their mother
lived until she was 103-years-old. Kidd said she has a
large family; between the sisters, there were many grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Their home was decked 2

out with balloons
and banners along
with cupcakes and
a drive-by processional. The centenarians also have
proclamations given to them by Baltimore and Bowie County. According to their family, they
are self-sufficient and technologically savvy, using iPhones
and paying their bills online. And to pass the time they like
to play computer games and put puzzles together. Both
worked for the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA)
in Maryland before retiring around the same time. When
the reporter asked Kidd if her grandma's had any advice on
getting to their age, she said. “They do their yearly doctor's
appointments, eat right, and try really hard to stay active.
They are very well and capable of taking care of themselves.”
Mrs. Wimberly, Slays in “Sunday Best” on Zoom Services
For the love of God, … La Verne Ford Wimberly, 82
years old, is serving her Lord in style! Shining in the holy
trinity of high fashion, the Tulsa, OK native meticulously
color coordinates her outfits, hats and jewelry to attend
Metropolitan Baptist Church’s virtual services via Zoom
each week. “In the 20 years I’ve been going to church
there, I’ve always had my little routine that I learned from
my mother as a girl,” Wimberly told the Washington
Post. “I’d pick out a nice outfit and hat and lay it out the
night before, so
that I could be
prepared and look
presentable.” She
has donned her
lavish garments of
praise for remote
worship every
Sunday since the
church transitioned to online zoom meetings in March 2020 in the
wake of the Covid 19 pandemic. “I thought, ‘Oh, my
goodness, I can’t sit here looking slouchy in my robe, or
dress up for church services…” she said. “I didn’t want to
sit around alone and feel sorry for myself, so I decided,
‘You know what? I’m going to dress up anyway.” And,
that’s what she has done for the past year!
The Rise and Rise of Amanda Gorman
She’s a cover girl Now! Amanda Gorman, who
stunned the world when she made history as the youngest
poet to read at a presidential inauguration, she is about to
do it again. Covering the May 2021 issue of Vogue Magazine, she looks stunning draped in an outfit by Black designer Virgil Abloh. Gorman knocked off yet another first
at only 23, becoming the first poet to cover Vogue with a
cover story entitled, “Rise of Amanda Gorman.” Amanda
Gorman isn’t ashamed or afraid to ‘seek greatness’ on the
cover of Vogue’s May 2021 issue. The poet also shares her

feelings about her incredible success
and trying to achieve greatness.
“I’ve learned that it’s okay to be
afraid. And what’s more, it’s okay to
seek greatness,” she says. “That
does not make me a black hole
seeking attention. It makes me a
supernova.” That said, Gorman is
mindful about not becoming tokenized as a young Black woman.
“I don’t want it to be something that becomes a cage where to be a successful Black girl, you have to be Amanda
Gorman and go to Harvard,” she explains. “I want someone to eventually disrupt the model I have established.”
Four New (Black) Madame Mayors
Mayor Tishaura O. Jones (49 y. o.)
recently became mayor of St. Louis,
MO on April 20th 2021, making history as the first Black woman to hold the
city’s top position. “This campaign can
unequivocally say that we’ve begun
breaking down the historic racial barriers and the racial divides that exist,
and have existed for generations in our
city.” Adding that she “will not stay silent” in the face of
“any injustice.” She said... “It’s time for St Louis to thrive.”
Born in St. Louis to a former city comptroller, Jones
studied at Hampton University, returning to St. Louis upon
graduating in 1994. Following a failed attempt to start a
restaurant that left her bankrupt, she entered the world of
nursing, graduating from the Saint Louis University College for Public Health with a Master of Health Administration in 2001 and working for a Children’s Hospital for two
years. Jones entered politics in 2002, and in 2008 she successfully ran for the Missouri House of Representatives.
After running unopposed for re-election to the House in
2010, Jones ran for St. Louis Treasurer for the first time in
2012, and won the general election with 77.9 percent of
the vote. She was re-elected as treasurer in 2016 and
2020. On November 4, 2020, after being elected treasurer for a third term, Jones announced she would once again
campaign for the mayor's office. She won the election on
April 7, 2021. She will be the third African-American, the
second woman, and the first African-American woman to
hold the position.
Mayor Ella Jones (65 y. o.) made history as she was
elected the first black and first woman
mayor of Ferguson, Missouri. During
the midst of protests for racial justice
across the U.S., Americans made their
way to the polls to cast their votes and
let their voices be heard.
Jones worked as a chemist, church
pastor, and Council Member and has
been very active in her community.
She has since committed to serving her

community full time. Jones was elected amidst protests
against racial injustice and inequality in all 50 states following the death of 46-year-old George Floyd, in Minneapolis. The election of Ella Jones as the first black and first
woman mayor in Ferguson hits home as the community
continues to mourn the death of 18-year-old Michael
Brown Jr. in Ferguson, MO in 2014. The death of Brown
was one of many black deaths at the hands of law enforcement that sparked nationwide unrest, protests, and debate
around police brutality, racial injustice and the race relationships. Jones earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Chemistry from the University of Missouri in St. Louis.
Mayor Kim Janey of Boston . . .For
199 years, the City of Boston (MA)has
been led by an unbroken string of
White men-until now. Kim Janey (55
y. o.), a Black woman who traces her
roots in the city back generations, and
even further to ancestors who fled slavery in the South, is now the city's
mayor. Janey's ascension to the role
leading one of America's oldest cities
seems the result of a series of fortuitous events. She was
first elected to her city council seat in 2017 but went on to
become City Council president. She is now acting Boston
mayor because President Joe Biden tapped Marty Walsh to
serve in his administration. But it comes at a time when
the nation is grappling more directly with race and equity
issues than it has in decades. And this shift could finally
usher in a new era for this city - which is already majorityminority - that appears poised to be led by someone who
reflects its increasing diverse population. “To think that we
would have a Black mayor in my lifetime, even though
we've had a Black president, still kind of felt out of reach,”
Janey said in a CNN interview. “That we have one and
that it's actually me is kind of mind blowing.” Madame
Mayor is up for re-election in November 2021. On April
10th, Janey announced she would seek a full term as
mayor, joining the ranks of major candidates for the office,
all of whom are women or people of color.
Mayor London Breed (46 y. o.) is
the 45th Mayor of San Francisco (CA)
and the first African-American woman Mayor in the City’s history. Mayor
London Breed is a native San Franciscan, raised by her grandmother in
Plaza East Public Housing neighborhood. In June 2018, Mayor Breed
was elected to be the first African
American woman and second woman
in San Francisco history to serve as
Mayor. She was re-elected for her first full four-year term
in November 2019. She is leading San Francisco’s ongoing
response to COVID-19, with a focus on equity and supporting the City’s economic recovery. Under her leadership, the City launched a comprehensive COVID-19 test3 ing strategy, provided millions of dollars in local relief for

residents, small businesses, and communities most impacted by the pandemic.
Mayor Breed is focused on helping the City’s homeless
population into care and shelter; adding more housing for
residents of all income levels; helping those suffering from
mental health and substance use disorder on San Francisco’s streets.
 The

May 8th Charleston Club meeting will be held
at 2:00 p.m. via Zoom; an e-mail will follow with
dial in numbers and password details the week of
the meeting.
 Washington Getting a New Area Code...771 ~ For more
than seven decades, (202) has been D.C.’s sole area code.
But by November 2022, the city will also have a new
one. Regulators have started to implement the new
(771) area code, a step that reflects the reality that the
longstanding (202) area code ~ first unveiled in 1947 as
one of the country’s 86 original area codes ~ is running
out of available phone numbers. Each area code can
produce roughly eight million seven-digit phone numbers, and (202) is expected to run out of numbers within two years. The new area code will be known as an
“overlay,” applying to every new phone number across
the city. Overlays have been used in Maryland with
(301) and (240) and in Virginia with (703) and (571).
 The annual Cooper River Bridge Run will occur Saturday, September 25, 2021. Due to the pandemic restrictions, registration (843-856-1949) for runners
opened on March 25th.
 The Piccolo Spoleto Festival 2021 is scheduled for May
28 – June 13, 2021. Due to COVID-19 this year’s festival will not have the same format as in years past. There
will be no paid ticketed events and most events will occur in outdoor venues. A schedule will be released
online mid-May.
A Remarkable Journey
Mrs. Louise
Hosey entered into eternal rest
on the Sunday, March 14th in Maryland; she was 88 years
old. She was the sister of Charleston Club member, Alethia
Brockington Starke. Louise was born Januar 24, 1933 to
Rev. Josiah B. and
told her that
for a sister before she was born. The
older b
took
for her arrival;
cared for
and protested her; and enjoyed and group singing. All of
the
Louise was
baptized at age 12; she dearly loved the Lord
would
let you know it without hesitation. She was i
ental in
lping them stay on track, to understand their Christian
responsibilities and expectations in this world. She was
educated in the public schools of Charleston and graduated from Burke H.S. in the Class of 1952. After high school
she enrolled in S.C. State College where she excelled and

graduated with a B.S. (Education) in
1956.
Louise embarked on a thirty-five
year teaching career (i.e. Laing Middle School in the Mt. Pleasant). In
the 60s she married Herbert H.
Hosey, a teacher and Minister; to
that union was born one son, Raymond A. Hosey. Her journey includes teaching Sunday School, Bible School, singing in
choir, visiting the
preparing food for those
were in need. At school and at home she stressed God's
love (Bible, The Ten Commandments, and church), Education,
There were no options! Everybody went to church, got
orked in the
church. Louise was faithful and dedicated to her community. After 3½ decades of teaching, Louise Brockington
Hosey retired from
Public School System;
with some illness and both her husband and son deceased,
she moved to Maryland to be cared for by her sister, Alethia and her husband, William in April 2017. Graveside
Services were held for Louise Brockington Hosey on Saturday March 27th at Sunset Memorial Gardens.

2021 Birthdays:
May 2021: Angela Z. Martin - May 3rd, ~ John Jackson May 5th, ~ Bernice Brooks - May 7th, ~ Lanard Geddings May 18th, ~ Iburia Hall-Haynes - May 21st ~ Terrance
Edwards - May 26th, ~ Leroy J. Bennett - May 27th, ~ Gilbert Knowles - May 30th.
June 2021: Leroy “Bobby” Palmer - Jun 2nd, ~ Marguerite Greene - Jun 3rd ~ Jeanette Hagan - Jun 6th, ~
Marva White - Jun 6th, ~ Reginald Russell - Jun 10th, ~
Ravin Howell - Jun 15th, ~ Ann Garrett - Jun 21st ~
Hamilton Parker - Jun 21st, ~ J. Mauri Hamilton - 27th, ~
Bennie Louder - Jun 27th, ~ Herman Perry - Jun 29th, ~
Leila Potts-Campbell - Jun 29th, ~ Allen Coley - Jun 30th.
July 2021: Mary S. Gourdine ~ Jul 5th ~ Estelle Perry - Jul
8th, ~ Betty Jean Tolbert-Jones – Jul 14th, ~ Elease AmosGoodwin – Jul 19th, ~ Paula Edwards - Jul 30th.
August 2021: Denise Wilson-Taylor – Aug 6th, ~ Carl
Greene - Aug 10th, ~ Thomasina Smith-Cook - Aug 14th,
~ Norma McKayhan - Aug 17th, ~ Violet Morton – Aug
18th, ~ Annette Anderson ~ Aug 20th, ~ Ronald Nelson Aug 21st, ~ Mildred McDow - Aug 23rd, ~ Julia M. Harris
- Aug 24th, ~ Cynthia Coulter - Aug 28th, ~ William
Heyward - Aug 29th, ~ Irma Palmer – Aug 30th.
- The Fly on The Wall ! (2001~2021)
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